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To 


The  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland. 

The  County  Council  of  Dumfries. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I submit  herewith  the  Annual  Report  upon  the  Health  and 
Sanitary  Condition  of  the  County  during  1951.  There  is  sub- 
mitted also  a report  upon  the  School  Health  Service  for  the  year 
ended  31st  July,  1951,  and  a Report  by  the  Chief  County  Sanitary 
Inspector  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Department 
during  1951. 

I should  like  to  record  my  gratitude  to  members  of  the 
County  Council  for  their  continued  interest  and  to  all  the  staff 
of  the  Health  Department  for  their  loyal  service  during  the  year. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

S.  K.  DRAINER, 

County  Medical  Officer. 
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REPORT 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population. 

The  Preliminary  Report  of  the  Fifteenth  Census  of  Scotland, 
which  was  taken  on  8th  April,  1951,  shows  that  the  population 
of  the  County  was  59,336,  of  whom  44,057  were  resident  in  the 
Landward  area  and  15,279  in  the  Small  Burghs. 

The  population  was  divided  as  follows  : — 


(a)  County  Landward  ... 

44,057 

(b)  Burghs — Annan 

4,631 

Sanquhar  ... 

2,381 

Lochmaben 

1,127 

Lockerbie 

2,623 

Moffat  ... 

2,114 

Langholm . . . 

2,403 

Total 

59,336 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  for  the  mid-year  population, 

which  statistics  are  based, 

is  59,615,  a decrease  of  959  since 

the  previous  year. 

Marriages. 

Three  hundred  and  seventy-three  marriages  were  registered 
during  the  year,  giving  a marriage  rate  of  6-3  per  1000  of  the 
estimated  population. 

Births. 

The  births,  corrected  for  transfers,  in  the  County  Landward 
and  in  the  Small  Burghs  during  1951  were  : — 


Total 

Male 

Female 

Illegitimate 

(a)  County  Landward 

(b)  Small  Burghs — 

...  723 

366 

357 

56 

Annan 

...  94 

50 

44 

7 

Sanquhar 

55 

28 

27 

2 

Lochmaben  ... 

...  26 

13 

13 

3 

Lockerbie 

...  43 

22 

21 

— 

MoflFat 

...  2.3 

10 

13 

1 

Langholm 

...  31 

13 

18 

4 

Total 

...  995 

502 

493 

73 

2 


The  birth-rate  of  16-7  is  0-7  lower  than  the  figure  recorded 
in  1950. 

Illegitimate  births  amounted  to  7-3  per  cent,  of  the  total. 

Deaths. 

The  number  of  deaths,  corrected  for  transfers,  was  761,  of 
which  403  were  of  men  and  358  of  women.  The  death  rate, 
adjusted  for  age  and  sex  distribution,  was  11-3.  The  rate  for 
Scotland  was  12-9. 

The  numbers  and  age-groups  of  death  are  shown  in  the 
following  table  : 
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Cause  of  Death 


All 

Ages 


Under 
4 wks. 

4 wks. 
11  mths. 

d- 

5- 

io- 

15- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55- 

05- 

75- 

85 

and 

over 

1 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

... 

... 

1 

... 

1 

3 

1 

... 

1 

1 

1 

...1 

1 

1 

2 

0 

21 

42 

27 

1 

1 

. . . 

1 

1 

1 

3 

l 

2 

• • . 

... 

... 

1 

1 

..  . 

2 

2 

i 

... 

1 

5 

23 

35 

44 

3 

1 

... 

• . . 

2 

1 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

3 

3 

1 

4 

12 

35 

70 

99 

27 

2 

5 

3 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

0 

9 

4 

i 

1 

1 

1 

0 

2 

1 

9 

3 

2 

1 

1 

3 

3 

11 

2 

1 

4 

5 

5 

i 

1 

1 

9, 

3 

1 

i 

1 

i 

... 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

4 

1 

2 

3 

3 

i 

1 

4 

1 

i 

2 

1 

1 

1 

4 

i 

1 

1 

g 

1 

8 

2 

8 

13 

1 

2 

2 

4 

1 

1 

2 

3 

... 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

5 

2 

1 

... 

2 

5 

2 

23 

22 

9 

1 

1 

0 

18 

20 

42 

114 

203 

230 

00 

[Respiratory  tuberculosis 
Hither  forms  of  tuberculosis 

[Syphiis  

IWhooping  cough 

IMeasles  

Hither  infectious  diseases 
.Cancer,  malignant  tumours 
Tumours  (non-malignant) 
l Diabetes  Mellitus 
UMimias  ... 

•Other  general  diseases  ... 
•Cerebral  haemorrhage  . . . 
•Non-meningococcal  meningitis 
Hither  diseases  of  nervous  system 
IChronic  rheumatic  heart  disease 
(Arteriosclerotic  and  degenerative 
heart  disease 

►Other  diseases  of  heart  ... 
IHypertension  with  heart  disease 
IHypertension  without  heart  dis- 
ease ... 

Hither  circulatory  disease 
[Influenza  ... 

[Pneumonia 

IBrtmchitis 

•other  respiratory  diseases 
Oiastrie  and  duodenal  ulcer 

^Appendicitis  

[Intestinal  obstruction  and  hernia 
f Diarrhoea 

" Other  diseases  of  liver  ... 

[Other  digestive  diseases 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

E Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
f0ther  diseases  of  genito-urinary 

system  

'Other  puerperal  causes 

• Diseases  of  skin  and  organs  of 

locomotion  

•Congenital  malformations 
•Birth  injuries,  post-natal  asp- 
hyxia and  atelectasis 
'Other  diseases  peculiar  to  early 
infancy 

♦ Senility  

I Causes  ill-defined  and  unknown 

» Suicide  

• Motor  vehicle  accidents 
'Other  road  transport  accidents... 
" Other  violence 


9 

1 

1 

3 
1 

4 

101 

1 

7 
2 
6 

112 

1 

11 

8 

247 

13 


4 

21 

13 

35 

18 

4 

5 

3 

4 
3 

5 
1 
8 

6 


10 

21 

11 

5 

6 
1 

21 


Deaths  from  all  causes 


701 


4 


Infant  Mortality. 

Of  the  761  deaths,  45  were  of  infants  aged  less  than  one 
year.  The  infant  mortality  rate  of  45  per  1000  live  births 
compares  unfavourably  with  the  Scottish  figure  of  37. 

Number  of  Deaths. 


Cause  of  Death. 
Whooping  Cough 
Diseases  of  nervous  system 
Influenza 
Bronchitis 
Pneumonia 

Other  respiratory  disease 

Diarrhoea 

Dysentery 

Diseases  of  skin  and  locomotion 
Congenital  malformations 
Birth  injuries,  post  natal  as- 
phyxia and  atelectasis 
Other  diseases  peculiar  to  early 
infancy 

Causes  ill-defined 
Violence  ... 


1951. 

3 

1 

1 

0 

9 

1 

2 

0 

0 

5 

9 

10 

3 

1 


1950 

0 

0 

0 

1 

7 

0 

1 

1 

1 

4 

2 

12 

1 

1 


Total 


45 


31 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Four  hundred  and  two  notifications  of  infectious  disease 
were  received  during  the  year  from  the  County  Landward  and 
Small  Burghs.  The  following  table  shows  the  number  of 
notifications  received  of  the  various  diseases,  with  the  corres- 
ponding figures  for  the  previous  nine  years  for  comparison  : 


Infectious  Diseases. 
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No  major  outbreak  of  notifiable  disease  occurred,  and  the 
closure  of  schools  or  classes  did  not  require  to  be  considered. 


Diphtheria. — For  the  second  year  in  succession  no  cases 
were  reported. 

Scarlet  Fever. — There  were  111  cases  of  scarlet  fever, 
compared  with  58  in  the  previous  year.  The  nature  of  the 
disease  continues  to  be  very  mild. 


Poliomyelitis. — Two  cases  of  acute  poliomyelitis  occurred 

during  the  year. 

Area  of  Date  of  Type  of 

Sex  Age  Residence  Onset  Disease  Result 


Male  ...  8 Closeburn  ...  11/2/51  Paralytic  ...  Recovered. 

Male  ...  14  Sanquhar  ...  10/9/51  Abortive  ...  Recovered. 


Whooping  Cough. — Whooping  cough  notifications  numbered 
147.  There  were  3 deaths  from  the  disease,  all  of  children  under 
three  months. 


Dysentery.- — The  notifications  of  dysentery  were  received 
mainly  during  the  early  part  of  the  year.  The  disease  was  of  a 
very  mild  type. 

Weil’s  Disease. — The  patient  reported  as  suffering  from 
Weil’s  Disease  was  resident  in  the  area  of  another  authority  but 
died  in  a hospital  in  Dumfriesshire  where  the  diagnosis  was  made. 


Food  Poisoning. — No  cases  of  illness  due  to  organisms  of  the 
food  poisoning  groups  were  reported  during  the  year. 

Tuberculosis. — The  number  of  primary  notifications  of 
persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis  in  any  form  was  56.  Of 
these,  54  were  confirmed  after  investigation  to  be  suffering  from 
the  disease.  This  represents  a rate  of  0-95  per  1000  of  the 
estimated  population ; the  same  figure  was  for  the  previous  year. 

1 he  notifications  are  divided  according  to  sex  and  the  form 
of  lesion  as  follows  : 
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Respiratory  Tuberculosis — Male  ...  ...  ...  25 

Female  ...  ...  21 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

Non-respiratory  Tuberculosis — Male  ...  ...  3 

Female  ...  ...  5 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Tuberculosis — All  Forms — Male  ...  ...  ...  28 

Female  ...  ...  26 


Total 


54 


The  following  table  refers  to  in-patient  treatment  of  tuber- 
culous patients  : 


Number 


8 


Total 
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Roll  of  Tuberculosis  Patients. 

Including  patients  receiving  Sanatorium  treatment,  there 
were  on  the  roll  at  the  end  of  the  year  327  persons  resident  in 
the  County  known  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis.  The 
following  table  shows  the  classifications  of  these  patients  according 
to  sex,  age  and  the  localisation  of  the  disease  : — 


Number  of  Cases  in  Age  Groups. 


Respiratory. 

Sputum  positive 

Under 

1 

1-5 

5-10 

10-15 

15-25 

25-35 

35-45 

45-65 

Over 

65 

Total 

M. 

... 

... 

5 

12 

13 

8 

3 

41 

F. 

... 

... 

1 

20 

17 

10 

5 

3 

56 

Sputum  negative 

M. 

... 

i 

4 

12 

20 

7 

15 

7 

66 

F. 

...  i 

17 

13 

8 

8 

1 

48 

Sputum  not 
examined 

M. 

... 

7 

3 

6 

2 

1 

1 

20 

F. 

... 

4 

6 

5 

5 

7 

i 

1 

29 

Non-Respiratory. 

Abdominal 

M. 

1 

... 

... 

1 

F.  ... 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

8 

Spine 

M. 

... 

... 

3 

1 

2 

2 

... 

8 

I . ... 

i ! ... 

3 

3 

7 

Bones  and  joints 

M. 

... 

i 

l 

1 

3 

2 

... 

... 

8 

F. 

... 

... 

1 

2 

3 

Superficial  glands 

M. 

2 

... 

... 

... 

1 

3 

F. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

... 

... 

1 

1 

12 

Lupus 

M. 

... 

... 

F. 

... 

...  ... 

1 

... 

... 

1 

2 

Other  organs 

M. 

... 

1 

...  j i 

1 

5 

... 

2 

10 

F. 

... 

2 

1 

1 

... 

5 

Total 

... 

16 

15 

j 

18 

79 

— 

89 

48 

46 

16 

327 

The  death  rate  from  tuberculosis  is  almost  half  the  death 
rate  for  the  previous  year  and  one-third  of  the  average  rate  for 
the  past  ten  years.  The  death  rate  for  tuberculosis  in  all  its  forms 
was  0-17  per  1000  of  the  population.  The  corresponding  figure 
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for  Scotland  was  0-53.  The  death  rate  in  Dumfriesshire  for 
respiratory  tuberculosis  was  0-15  per  1000  of  the  population. 

Although  the  incidence  rate  is  the  same  as  last  year,  it  is  now 
reasonable  to  expect  that  the  tide  has  turned  and  the  outlook  is 
much  more  favourable  than  in  the  immediate  post-war  years. 

NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1947. 

Part  III. 

1.  General. 

No  advisory  co-ordinating  committee  has  so  far  been 
formed  in  the  area.  As  in  previous  years,  informal  discussion 
between  the  officers  of  the  various  agencies  have  achieved  a fair 
measure  of  co-ordination  locally  within  the  Health  Service,  but 
it  should  not  be  inferred  that  a substantial  improvement  could 
not  be  effected. 

2.  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

The  general  arrangements  under  Section  22  of  the  Act  have 
remained  unchanged. 


(a)  Ante-natal  and  Post-natal  Clinics. 

The  following  information  relates  to  the  clinics  operating 
in  the  area  : — 


Clinic 

Ante -natal 

Post-natal 

First 

visits 

Subsequent 

visits 

Total 

First 

visits 

Subsequent 

visits 

Total 

Annan 

80 

273 

353 

35 

35 

Langholm  . . . 

20 

46 

66 

6 

6 

Kirkconnel 

118 

454 

572 

66 

9 

75 

Totals 

218 

773 

091 

107 

9 

116 

(b)  Child  Welfare  Centres. 

During  the  year  new  centres  were  put  into  operation  at 
hastriggs  and  in  the  Dumfries  Landward  area.  A statistical 
account  of  the  work  carried  out  in  the  child  welfare  centres  in 
the  area  during  the  year  is  shown  in  the  following  table  : 


Sessions  First  ! Subsequent  Total 

visits  visits  | visits 
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The  distribution  of  welfare  foods  under  the  Ministry  of 
Food  Scheme  continued  to  be  made  from  the  offices  of  the  local 
Government  officers  and  from  the  child  welfare  centres. 

■O 

Maternity  outfits  were  issued  free  of  charge  to  expectant 
mothers  who  had  elected  to  be  confined  at  home. 

3.  Domiciliary  Midwifery. 

The  arrangements  for  domiciliary  midwifery  remained 
unchanged. 

The  following  is  a record  of  the  work  carried  out  under 
Section  23  of  the  Act  : — 

(a)  Total  number  of  births  (including  still-births)  occurring 

in  the  area  during  the  year — before  correction  for 
mother’s  residence  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  426 

(b)  Total  number  of  births  in  (a)  occurring  in  institutions 

and  private  maternity  homes  ...  ...  ...  ...  93 

(c)  Total  number  of  births  in  (a)  occurring  at  home  ...  333 

(d)  Number  of  births  in  (c)  classified  to  show  the  nature  of 
attendance  at  birth  is  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 


Cases  dealt  with  under 
Section  23(2)  of  the 
National  Health  Service  Act 

Doctor 

engaged 

and 

present 

Midwife 
alone  (no 
doctor 
engaged) 

Without 

doctor 

or 

midwife 

Total 

Midwives  employed  by  the 
Authority 

251 

71 

11  , 

333 

Medical  aid  was  summoned  by  mid  wives  during  the  year 
under  Section  22(1)  of  the  Midwives’  (Scotland)  Act,  1915,  in  two 
cases  where  the  medical  practitioner  had  arranged  to  provide 
maternity  medical  services  under  the  National  Health  Service, 

(e)  Administration  of  analgesics  : — 

(i)  Number  of  midwives  trained  to  administer  gas  and 

air  analgesia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

(ii)  Number  of  midwives  wrho  received  their  training 

during  the  year  0 

(iii)  Number  of  sets  in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year  ...  20 

(iv)  Number  of  cases  in  which  gas  and  air  analgesia  was 

employed  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  78 

(v)  Number  of  cases  in  which  pethidine  was  adminis- 
tered ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  96 
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It  becomes  increasingly  evident  that  the  use  of  gas  and  air- 
analgesia  during  child-birth  is  less  and  less  popular  in  Dumfries- 
shire and  that  pethidine  is  now  the  analgesic  of  choice. 

(f)  Number  of  cars  in  use  by  midwives  at  the  end  of  the  year  21 

Of  these,  17  cars  are  provided  by  the  local  authority  and  the 
four  nurses  who  have  provided  their  own  car  receive  the  Council’s 
usual  travelling  allowance. 

I am  indebted  to  Dr  J.  Bruce  Dewar  for  the  following  informa- 
tion about  mothers  resident  in  the  County  who  attended  Cresswell 
Maternity  Hospital,  Dumfries,  during  1951  : — 

A.  Out-patients. 

1.  Number  of  mothers  who  attended  for  ante-natal 


examination  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  340 

2.  Number  of  attendances  made  by  these  mothers  ...  1233 

3.  Number  of  mothers  who  attended  for  post-natal 

examination  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  223 

4.  Number  of  attendances  made  by  these  mothers  ...  223 

B.  In-patients. 

1.  Number  of  admissions  ...  ...  ...  ...  668 

2.  Number  of  deliveries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  563 

3.  Number  of  live  children  ...  ...  ...  ...  551 

4.  Number  of  still-births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

5.  Number  of  neo-natal  deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 


Of  the  995  births  ascribed  to  Dumfriesshire,  the  proportion 
of  institutional  births  to  domiciliary  births  remains  unchanged — 
66%  institutional  and  34%  domiciliary. 

4.  Health  Visiting. 

The  arrangements  for  health  visiting  under  Section  24  ol 
the  Act  remain  unchanged. 

The  following  figures  relate  to  health  visiting  during  the 


year : — 

Total  visited 

Total 

for  first  time. 

visits. 

Expectant  mothers 

...  889 

4,291 

Infants 

...  1,185 

11,026 

Children  (1-5  years) 

...  404 

10,399 

Tuberculosis  patients 

68 

779 

Other  cases  (including  school 
children) 

...  2,000 

22,660 

Total  visits  paid — 49,155 

The  total  number  of  visits  paid  in  1950  was  38,889. 
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5.  Home  Nursing. 

The  following  is  a statistical  record  of  the  home  nursing 
service 

Number  of  cases  attended  by  the  district  nursing 

sisters  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,935 

Number  of  visits  paid  to  these  cases  ...  ...  35,755 

6.  Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

Vaccination  against  Smallpox. 

The  following  figures  relate  to  vaccinations  performed 
during  the  year  : 


Number  of  persons  primarily  Number  of  persons 

vaccinated  during  period — re-vaccinated  during  period 
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Immunisation  against  Diphtheria. 

The  record  of  work  done  in  diphtheria  immunisation  during 
the  year  is  as  follows  : — 

Number  of  pre-school  children  inoculated  ...  1,075 

Number  of  school  children  inoculated  ...  ...  121 

Number  of  maintenance  doses  given  ...  ...  1,156 

7.  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-care. 
Tuberculosis. 

The  general  arrangements  remained  unchanged  during  the 
year.  A satisfactory  liaison  is  maintained  with  the  hospital 
authority  through  the  tuberculosis  health  visitor  who,  in  addition 
to  home  visitation,  attends  the  out-patient  clinics  held  at 
Lochmaben  Sanatorium. 

As  in  previous  years,  representations  are  made  to  housing 
authorities  in  the  area  in  respect  of  persons  suffering  from 
tuberculosis.  Such  representations  are  sympathetically  received 
by  most  of  the  authorities.  At  the  end  of  the  year  S6  families, 
one  or  more  of  whose  members  suffered  from  tuberculosis,  occupied 
council  houses  in  the  landward  area  or  the  small  burghs. 

Fourteen  shelter  huts  were  in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Nursing  requisites,  beds,  bedding  and  rubber  mattresses 
were  provided  when  necessary  for  tuberculous  patients  who  were 
being  nursed  at  home. 

A grant  of  milk  daihr  was  made  to  all  patients  residing  at 
home  when  this  was  found  to  be  desirable.  At  the  end  of  the 
year  55  persons  were  benefiting  from  this  scheme. 

Mass  Miniature  Radiography. 

A survey  bv  mass  miniature  radiography  was  carried  out 
in  part  of  the  County  during  the  months  of  November  and 
December  by  a mobile  unit  managed  by  the  Western  Regional 
Hospital  Board.  In  this  area,  x-ray  examination  of  the  chest 
was  offered  to  : — 

(1)  Workers  in  industry. 

(2)  School  children  aged  111  and  over. 

(.1)  Employees  of  the  local  authorities,  government  depart- 
ments and  the  nationalised  industries. 

(4)  I he  general  public  of  Annan,  Lockerbie  and  Langholjn. 

A total  of  44!)9  persons  presented  themselves  for  examina- 
tion, a very  satisfactory  response  for  a first  visit  of  the  unit. 
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Recalled  for 

Recalled  for 

Recalled  for 

Total  number 

examination  by 

clinical 

examination  by 

examined 

large  film 

examination 

heart  specialist 

Male 

2593 

150 

5 

4 

Female . 

1906 

69 

4 

11 

Total  . 

4499 

219 

9 

15 

The  overall  recall  rate  of  49  per  1000  (males  58  per  1000 
and  females  36  per  1000)  is  substantially  lower  than  what  obtains 
in  similar  surveys  in  industrial  areas. 

The  findings  in  regard  to  pulmonary  tuberculosis  are  shown 
below  : — 

Active  lesions. — Three  males  and  two  females  had  lesions 
which  were  almost  certainly  active  and  a further  five  males  and 
three  females  had  lesions  which  were  probably  active.  This 
gives  an  incidence  for  active  and  probably  active  lesions  of  2-8 
per  1000  examined. 

Inactive  lesions. — In  forty-two  persons  (8-9  per  1000)  the 
lesions  were  certainly  or  almost  certainly  inactive. 

Previously  diagnosed  cases. — Eight  males  had  lesions  which 
had  been  previously  diagnosed. 

The  total  incidence  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  was  13-4  per 
1000,  which  is  rather  lower  than  the  average  for  surveys  of  com- 
parable groups  elsewhere. 

Other  pulmonary  conditions  found  included  atelectasis, 
silicosis  and  a probable  case  of  sarcoidosis. 

B.C.G.  Vaccination. 

The  use  of  B.C.G.  vaccination  as  a means  of  protection 
against  tuberculosis  was  limited  by  insufficient  facilities  for 
isolating  those  who  required  treatment.  The  following  table 
shows  the  amount  of  work  accomplished  under  the  scheme  : 


Group 

Tuberculin  tested 

" | 

Negative  re-actors 

Vaccinated 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Nurses 

6 

2 

2 

Contacts  ... 

16 

19 

7 

7 

L 

4 

4 

Others 

...  | ...  : 

6 

2 I ...  i 2 

IS 


8.  Mental  Health  Services. 

The  cost  of  maintaining  patients  in  mental  hospitals  and  in 
institutions  for  mental  defectives  is  not  the  responsibility  of  local 
authorities  (as  it  was  to  a great  extent  in  the  past)  but  falls  upon 
Regional  Hospital  Boards.  Most  patients  are  now  admitted  to 
mental  hospitals  as  voluntary  cases,  or,  if  need  be,  are  certified 
at  the  request  of  a near  relative.  It  is  a gratifying  feature  that 
the  voluntary  system  appears  to  be  finding  favour.  Four  of 
the  Council’s  local  government  officers  act  as  “ authorised  officers  ” 
to  secure,  in  certain  other  instances,  the  certification  of  persons 
of  unsound  mind  with  a view  to  their  removal  to  hospital. 

During  the  year  eleven  persons  were  committed  to  mental 
hospitals  at  the  instance  of  the  authorised  officers.  There  is  one 
boarded-out  lunatic  in  the  area  who  is  supervised  by  officers  of 
the  Council  as  agents  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

Four  mental  defectives  are  boarded-out  in  private  dwellings 
in  the  County,  and  four  are  under  guardianship  outwith  Dumfries- 
shire. One  adult  defective  was  admitted  to  a certified  institu- 
tion during  the  year.  Twenty-three  mental  defectives  whose 
ordinary  residence  is  in  Dumfriesshire  are  presently  cared  for  in 
certified  institutions. 

The  acute  shortage  of  institutional  accommodation  for  mental 
defectives  is  still  a serious  problem,  and  until  this  need  is  met 
the  admission  of  a number  of  mental  defectives  of  this  County 
who  clearly  require  institutional  care  and  treatment  must  continue 
to  be  delayed  indefinitely. 

9.  Social  Welfare. 

Residential  Accommodation. 

The  local  authority  maintains  two  establishments  under  the 
National  Assistance  Act  for  the  provision  of  residential  accommo- 
dation at  Rowantree  House,  Thornhill,  and  Notwen  House, 
Kirkpatrick-b  leming.  Both  these  establishments  have  been 
able  to  cope  with  the  numbers  seeking  admission.  Much  had 
been  done  at  the  end  of  the  year  to  improve  the  amenities  bv 
interior  redecoration  and  the  provision  of  additional  furnishings. 

The  demand  for  residential  accommodation  has  not  shown 
any  particular  tendency  to  increase,  and  while  the  number  of 
applications  is  greater  than  in  the  previous  year,  this  is  due 
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mainly  to  “ short-term  ” residence  by  aged  people  of  the  itinerant 
type. 

With  a view  to  providing  accommodation  for  different  classes 
of  persons  as  envisaged  by  the  Act,  the  Council  has  purchased  a 
villa  at  Lockerbie  which  will  be  adapted  for  this  purpose. 

The  folio  flung  table  shows  particulars  of  persons  afforded 
residential  accommodation  during  the  year  : — 


Rowantree  House 

Notwen  House 

M. 

F. 

Dep. 

children 

M. 

F. 

Dep. 

children 

Number  of  residents  at  1/1/51  ... 
Number  of  admissions  during 

15 

16 

9 

7 

5 

the  year 

25 

15 

7 

36 

3 

3 

Number  of  discharges  during  the 

29 

year 

27 

16 

15 

4 

3 

Number  of  residents  at  31/12/51 

13 

15 

1 

14 

4 

Blind  Persons. 

The  local  authority  provides  welfare  services  for  all  registered 
blind  persons  in  the  County  in  conjunction  -with  the  Outdoor 
Mission  to  the  Blind.  Five  new  cases  of  blindness  were  certified 
during  the  year.  The  total  number  of  blind  persons  on  the 
register  at  the  end  of  the  year  tvas  80,  comprising  40  males  and 
40  females.  The  composition  of  these  cases  is  as  follows  : — 


At  school  in  a Blind  Institution  ...  ...  ...  2 

Employed  in  Workshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Undergoing  Industrial  Training  ...  ...  ...  1 

Employed  as  “ Home  Workers  ” ...  ...  ...  9 

Unemployable  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  66 


Total 80 

MILK  SUPPLIES. 

Milk  and  Dairies  (Scotland)  Act,  1914. 

The  total  amount  of  milk  produced  in  the  County  during 
the  year  was  17,567,501  gallons.  Of  this  amount,  17,174,954 
gallons,  or  97-7%,  was  “ Tuberculin  Tested  ” milk.  The  percent- 
age last  year  was  96%. 

Sixteen  entirely  new  dairy  farms  were  registered,  bringing 
the  total  number  of  producing  dairies  in  the  County  to  842. 
This  total  is  made  up  of  801  “ T.T.”  dairies  (23  more  than  last 
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year),  8 “ Standard  ” and  33  “ Ordinary.”  The  “ Ordinary'  ” 
dairies  now  amount  to  less  than  4%  of  the  total. 

The  number  of  dairies  which  have  adopted  the  “ Milking 
Parlour  ” system  remains  at  8. 

2657  visits  were  made  to  dairy  farms  during  the  year,  as 
follows  :■ — - 
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Milk  (Spec.  Des.) 

Scottish  Milk 

Routine 

Structural 

Orders 

Testing  Scheme 

Miscellaneous 

1529 

285 

704 

61 

78 

The  three  creameries  in  the  County  operated  satisfactorily 
and  samples  taken  of  outgoing  milk  proved  satisfactory. 


Retail  Milk  Samples. 

151  samples  of  retail  milk  were  taken  during  the  year,  and 
26  (17%)  of  these  proved  unsatisfactory.  15  retailers  were 
concerned  with  these  unsatisfactory  samples. 

Certain  retail  dairymen  installed  modern  bottle  washing 
machines  and  bottle  fillers,  which  resulted  in  an  improved  supply 
of  milk  to  the  public. 

Milk  in  Schools  Scheme. 

258  samples  of  school  milk  were  taken,  and  26  (10%)  of  these 
proved  unsatisfactory  bacteriologically.  4 retailers  were  con- 
cerned with  these  unsatisfactory  samples. 

A certain  amount  of  trouble  was  caused  by  improper  cleansing 
and  sterilising  of  bottling  plants. 

Scottish  Milk  Testing  Scheme. 

The  number  of  notifications  from  creameries  as  to  milk 
supplies  failing  tests  under  the  scheme  was  172.  Last  year  the 
figure  was  185.  The  reduction  in  the  number  of  failures  may 
l)e  largely  due  to  the  installation  of  mechanical  refrigeration  on 
a number  of  farms  in  the  county  during  the  past  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  total  numbers  of  notifications 
in  their  various  categories  from  each  creamery  receiving  milk 
I com  producers  in  the  county  : 
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Weekly  Tests 

Platform 

Tests 

Total 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

Carnation  Milk  Factory  . . . 

27 

6 

10 

43 

Lockerbie  Creamery 

4 

. . . 

76 

80 

Sanquhar  Creamery 

3 

1 

. . • 

17 

21 

Cowhill  Creamery 

3 

. . . 

. . . 

. . • 

3 

Murchie’s  Creamery 
Edinburgh  & Dumfries- 

4 

3 

1 

16 

24 

shire  Dairy  Company 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 

Totals 

42 

10 

1 

119 

172 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders  (Scotland),  1936-1949. 

65  producers’  “ Tuberculin  Tested  ” licences  were  granted 
during  the  year.  Of  these  16  were  new  producers  taking  over 
farms  where  the  previous  producer  had  held  a “ Tuberculin 
Tested  ” licence,  and  16  were  merely  changes  in  the  name  of  the 
licensed  producer.  Thus  33  entirely  new  “ Tuberculin  Tested  ” 
licences  were  issued.  These  were  made  up  of  8 “ Ordinary  ” 
dairies  and  8 “ Standard  ” dairies  up-graded  to  “ Tuberculin 
Tested,”  and  17  new  dairies  which,  after  complying  with  the 
required  conditions,  went  on  to  “ Tuberculin  Tested  ” milk 
production. 

One  producer’s  “ Standard  ” licence  was  granted. 

Three  producers’  “ Tuberculin  Tested  ” licences  were  down- 
graded to  “ Standard  ” on  account  of  the  numbers  of  reactors 
in  their  herds.  One  of  these  was  up-graded  to  “ Tuberculin 
Tested  ” again  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

4450  milk  samples  were  taken  during  the  year,  of  which 
42  were  qualifying  samples  from  producers  applying  for  licences 
under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders  ; 69  were  of 

“Standard”  milk,  and  4339  of  “Tuberculin  Tested”  milk. 
The  number  of  unsatisfactory  samples  was  709  or  16%  of  the 
total  number  taken. 

The  following  table  shows  the  samples  taken  during  each 
month  and  the  samples  which  proved  unsatisfactory  : 
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Month 

Samples  taken 

Samples  unsatisfactory 

January 

263 

27 

February 

321 

31 

March  ... 

281 

26 

April 

358 

34 

May 

357 

46 

June 

411 

78 

July  

513 

142 

August  ... 

445 

122 

September 

355 

51 

October 

389 

71 

November 

422 

47 

December 

335 

34 

10  producers  appeared  before  the  appropriate  committee 
of  the  County  Council  in  connection  with  unsatisfactory  milk 
samples  and  methods  of  production.  One  of  the  farmers  appeared 
on  two  occasions  during  the  year.  On  the  first  occasion  he 
received  a warning  that  any  future  unsatisfactory  samples  would 
result  in  the  suspending  or  revoking  of  his  licence,  and  on  the 
second  occasion  his  licence  was  suspended  for  two  months. 

In  the  other  cases,  one  producer  due  to  persistent  unsatis- 
factory samples  had  his  licence  suspended  for  one  month. 

7 producers  received  a warning  that  any  future  unsatisfactory 
samples  would  result  in  suspending  or  revoking  of  licences. 

The  licence  of  one  producer  was  revoked. 

CHEMICAL  LABORATORY. 

During  the  year  a total  of  5058  samples  were  submitted  for 
examination  at  the  chemical  laboratory.  Details  of  the  nature 
and  source  of  these  are  given  in  Appendix  I. 

Food  and  Drugs. 

During  the  year  589  samples  in  all  were  submitted  by  the 
Joint  Committee  of  Dumfriesshire  and  the  County  Councils  of 
Kirkcudbright  and  Wigtown.  Particulars  of  these  are  shown  in 
Appendix  II. 

Of  the  25(5  samples  of  milk,  (51  were  found  to  be  below  the 
presumptive  limits  of  the  Sale  of  Milk  Regulations,  1901. 


The  informal  sampling  of  ice  cream  was  continued  in  the 
respective  areas  to  ascertain  the  quality  of  the  product  being  sold. 
Samples  complying  with  the  requirements  of  the  Ice  Cream  order 
gave  figures  ranging  from  5%— 13-1%  for  fat,  10% — 17-8%  for 
sugar  and  7-5% — 17-8%  for  milk  solids  other  than  fat.  Three 
samples  from  the  County  of  Dumfries  were  reported  deficient  in 
fat  to  the  extent  of  14%,  24%  and  30%,  and  in  five  samples  from 
the  Stewartry  of  Kirkcudbright  the  deficiency  in  fat  ranged  from 
25% — 48%.  The  initial  survey  in  Wigtownshire  showed  many 
samples  to  be  adulterated  and  subsequent  formal  samples  formed 
the  basis  of  several  successful  prosecutions.  The  deficiencies  in 
fat  ranged  from  27% — 69%  and,  in  one  sample,  sucrose  was 
deficient  to  the  extent  of  68%. 

Two  informal  samples  of  mince  were  found  to  contain 
sulphite  preservative  in  excess  of  the  amount  permitted  and  one 
formal  sample  of  sausage  contained  preservative  equivalent  to 
660  parts  per  million  of  sulphur  dioxide. 

One  formal  sample  of  rum  and  three  formal  samples  of 
whisky  submitted  from  the  County  of  Dumfries  had  been  reduced 
beyond  the  35  degrees  under  proof  permitted  by  statute. 

Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs. 

During  the  year  22  samples  of  fertilisers  and  20  of  feeding 
.stuffs  were  submitted  for  analysis.  The  results  are  shown  in 
Appendix  III. 

Milk  (Special  Designation). 


424  samples  of  heat-treated  and  pasteurised  milk  were 
examined  bv  the  phosphatase  test  with  the  following  results  : — 


Authority 

No.  of 
samples 

No.  suff. 
heat-treated 

No.  insuff. 
heat-treated 

No.  grossly 
under-treated 

Dumfries  County 

20 

19 

... 

1 

Dumfries  Burgh 

116 

115 

1 

... 

Kirkcudbright  County 

217 

206 

5 

6 

Wigtown  County 

71 

66 

4 

1 

Milk  (School). 

230  samples  of  milk  supplied  to  the  schools  throughout  the 
County  were  submitted  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
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Dumfriesshire  for  complete  chemical  analysis.  The  average 
figures  for  the  year  were  : fat  3-88%  and  non-fatty  solids  8-82%, 
with  minima  and  maxima  values  of  2-75% — 8*80%  for  fat  and 
8-03% — 9-48%  for  non-fatty  solids.  16  samples  were  below  the 
presumptive  limit  for  the  sale  of  milk  regulations  of  8-5%  for 
non-fatty  solids.  In  each  case  the  deficiency  was  found  to  be 
due  to  natural  causes. 


Water — Potable. 

Regular  examinations  continue  to  be  made  of  the  water 
supplied  by  the  Kettleton  and  Winterhope  Reservoirs,  together 
with  quarterly  samples  from  the  supplies  to  the  Burghs  of  Annan, 
Langholm,  Lockerbie,  Lochmaben,  Moffat  and  Sanquhar. 

The  other  samples  examined  for  potability  had  reference  to 
proposed  new  supplies  or  to  complaints  regarding  existing  ones. 
Although  their  condition  is  frequently  considered  unsatisfactory 
by  reason  of  surface  contamination,  these  supplies  are  rarely 
contaminated  by  sewage  and  suitable  protection  of  the  source  or 
the  installation  of  a filter  usually  serves  to  provide  a satisfactory 
supply. 

Of  the  samples  submitted,  44  were  found  to  contain  com- 
pounds of  lead,  copper  or  zinc  in  varying  amounts.  Two  samples 
for  the  County  of  Dumfries,  one  from  the  Stewartry,  5 from  the 
County  of  Wigtown  and  one  private  sample  contained  excessive 
amounts  of  metallic  compounds  and  were  certified  unsatisfactory 
for  dietetic  purposes. 

The  complaint  of  a fishy  taste  in  the  Castle-Douglas  water 
supply  was  traced  to  the  excessive  growth  of  a diatom  (Asterionella) 
in  the  Loch  Roan  Reservoir.  A change  in  the  prevailing 
climatic  conditions  checked  the  growth  of  the  organism  before 
any  action  could  be  taken  for  its  removal. 

• 

Water — River. 

No  samples  of  River  Water  were  submitted  during  the  year. 

Sewage  and  Sewage  Effluent. 

A series  of  samples  taken  fortnightly  over  a period  of  several 
months  at  Lockerbie  sewage  works  showed  these  works  to  be 
quite  incapable  of  producing  a satisfactory  effluent.  The 
opinion  was  expressed  that,  in  order  to  prevent  the  almost 
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continuous  pollution  of  the  Turnmuir  Burn,  an  alteration  in  the 
design  and  layout  of  the  works  was  necessary. 

Samples  of  the  Tank  Liquor  and  effluent  from  the  Sanquhar 
Works  were  examined  to  determine  the  effect  of  the  increase  in 
the  population  of  the  burgh  on  the  efficacy  of  the  sewage  works. 
The  results  showed  that  satisfactory  purification  was  still  being 
effected. 

Gas  Examinations. 

Under  the  Gas  Act,  1948,  the  Minister  of  Fuel  and  Power  is 
required  to  appoint  persons  to  carry  out  tests  of  the  gas  supplied 
by  area  boards. 

By  arrangement  with  the  Ministry,  28  tests  were  made  during 
the  year  at  the  Gas  Works,  Dumfries.  On  every  occasion  the  gas 
was  found  to  be  of  the  declared  calorific  value,  to  be  free  from 
Hydrogen  Sulphide  and  to  be  maintained  at  a pressure  above 
the  statutory  minimum. 


Miscellaneous. 

Five  samples  of  the  constituents  of  a school  meal  alleged  to 
have  caused  sickness  in  school  children  were  submitted  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Stewartry  with  the  request  for 
an  examination  for  poisonous  metals.  The  foodstuffs  were  found 
to  be  free  from  arsenic  and  lead  and  to  contain  amounts  of  copper 
and  zinc  of  the  order  normally  found  present  in  these  foodstuffs. 

Two  samples  of  Viscera  from  cattle  were  submitted  by  the 
veterinary  surgeons  in  the  County  for  an  examination  for  lead. 
In  one  case  the  metal  was  found  in  toxic  amount  in  the  liver  and 
kidneys.  The  viscera  of  a dog  alleged  to  have  been  poisoned  by 
strychnine  was  examined  with  entirely  negative  results. 

The  remaining  30  samples  were  of  compost  submitted  for 
analysis  by  the  County  Engineer. 


Appendix 
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Appendix  II. 

Table  showing  the  Number  and  Nature  of  Samples  received  imder  the 

Food  and  Drugs  Act. 


Article 

County  Councils 
of 

Dfs.  Kbt.  Wig. 

Total 

Adulterated 

Milk-  

176(52)  69(7)  11(2) 

256 

61 

Milk,  Condensed 

1 

1 

Milk,  Evaporated 

2 

2 

Ice  Cream 

12(3)  16(5)  28(13) 

56 

21 

Butter 

4 5 3 

12 

Margarine 

4 5 2 

11 

. . . 

Lard 

1 5 3 

9 

Cooking  Fat 

3 ...  2 

5 

Shredded  Suet  ... 

3 

3 

Cheese 

1 ...  1 

2 

Cheese  Spread  ... 

2 

2 

Fish  Cakes 

i 

i 

Meat  Paste 

2 

2 

Mince 

8(1)  3 3(1) 

14 

2 

Sausage  ... 

2 2(1)  10 

14 

1 

Sandwich  Spread 

2 

2 

Coffee  Essence  ... 

1 7 2 

10 

Instant  S unchoc 

1 

1 

Milo  Tonic  Food 

1 

1 

Tea 

1 ...  1 

2 

Sugar 

4 

4 

Jam/Jelly 

2 ... 

2 

Honey 

1 

1 

Arrowroot 

1 

1 

Bakemix 

1 

1 

Barley 

3 

3 

Custard  Powder. . . 

2 3 

5 

Flour 

1 

1 

Rice 

3 

3 

Tapioca  ... 

1 

1 

Pudding  Mixture 

1 

1 

Sponge  Mixture 

1 

1 

S.R.  Flour 

2 

2 

Wholewheat  Flour 

1 

1 

Table  Jelly 

4 2 

6 

Vitacream 

1 

1 

Black  Currant  Puree  ... 

1 

1 

Mint  Jelly 

1 

1 

Bisto 

1 

1 

Mixed  V egetables 

1 

1 

Salad  Dressing  ... 

1 1 2 

4 

Sauce 

1 1 

2 

Tomato  Sauce  ... 

1 

1 

Tomato  Ketchup 

5 1 ... 

6 

Soup 

2 

2 

Tinned  Apples  ... 

1 

1 

Tinned  Beans 

2 

2 

Tinned  Peas 

3 

3 

Tinned  Raspberries 

1 

l 

Carry  forward 

243(56)  68(13) 

495 

85 
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Article 

County  Councils 
of 

Dfs.  Kbt.  Wig. 

Total 

Adulterated 

Vinegar  ... 

Lime  Juice  and  Soda  ... 

3 ... 

1 

3 

1 

... 

Lemonade 

2 

Lemonade  Powder 

1 

1 

Baking  Powder  ... 

4 2 

6 

Baking  Soda 

1 1 

Cream  of  Tartar 

3 2 

5 

Cinnamon 

1 

i 

Curry  Powder  ... 

1 ...  1 

2 

Ground  Ginger  ... 

1 

i 

Mustard  ... 

1 3 

4 

... 

Mixed  Spice 

1 

1 

... 

Pepper  Flavoured  Compound 

1 

1 

Port  Wine 

1 

1 

Rum 

1(D  

1 

1 

Whisky  ... 

12(3)  8 1 

21 

3 

Adrenaline  Cream 

1 

1 

Aspirin  ... 

1 

1 

Castor  Oil 

1 

1 

CompoundjEpsom  Salt  Tablets 

1 

1 

Cough  Mixture  ... 

1 

1 

Epsom  Salts 

1 

1 

Glycerine 

3 

3 

Gregory  Powder 

1 

1 

Ichthol  Ointment 

1 

1 

Ichthammol  Ointment 

1 

1 

Liquid  Paraffin  ... 

2 

2 

Olive  Oil 

i i 

2 

Petrolagar 

i 

1 

Peppermint  Lozenges  ... 

i 

1 

Powdered  Borax 

i 

1 

Seidlitz  Powder 

i 

1 

Total 

272(60)182(13)85(16) 

539 

89 

29 


Appendix  III. 


Table  showing  the  Number  and  Nature  of  Samples  received  under  the 
Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act. 


County  Councils 

No.  complying  with 

Article 

of 

Dfs.  Kbt.  Wig. 

Statutory  State- 
ment 

Steamed  Bone  Meal 

i 

1 

British  Basic  Slag 

i 

1 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia  ... 

i 

1 

Bone  Meal  KE2... 

i 

1 

Sulphate  of  Potash 

i 

1 

Superphosphate 

i 

... 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia  ... 

i 

1 

Powdered  Potato  Manure 

i 

1 

Powdered  Turnip  Manure 

i 

. . . 

Ground  Mineral  Phosphate 

i 

1 

Special  Topdressing  Manure  ... 

i 

1 

Dried  Blood 

i 

... 

Sangral  Fertiliser 

i 

1 

Granular  Grain  Fertiliser 

i 

1 

Granular  Potato  Fertiliser 

i 

1 

Bone  Turnip  Fertiliser 

i 

... 

Com  and  Grass  Manure 

i 

... 

Special  Potato  Manure 

i 

... 

Potash  Salt 

i 

1 

Turnip  Manure  ... 

i 

... 

Compound  Fertiliser  ... 

i 

i 

Compound  Fertiliser  ... 

i 

National  Poultry  Laying  Meal 

i 

i 

National  Poultry  Balancer  Meal 

i 

i 

Fish  Meal 

i 

i 

Laying  Meal 

i 

... 

Fattening  Pig  Meal 

i 

i 

Calf  Rearing  Cubes 

i 

Dairy  Cubes 

i 

... 

Calf  Cubes 

i 

Laying  Meal 

i 

... 

Fattening  Pig  Meal 

i 

i 

Dairy  Nuts 

i 

Grain  Balancer  Nuts  ... 

i 

i 

Breeders  Pellets  with  C.L.O.  ... 

i 

l 

Layers  Pellets  with  C.L.O. 

i 

l 

No.  3 National  Calf  Food 

i 

l 

No.  1 National  Cattle  Food  ... 

i 

i 

No.  1 Layers  Pellets 

i 

l 

Compound  Cake 

i 

i 

Compound  Cake 

i 

i 

Compound  Cake 

i 

Totals 

37  ...  6 
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SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

Report  for  Year  ended  31st  July,  1951. 


1.  List  of  Staff. 

See  beginning  of  this  Report. 


under  education  authority 


2.  General  Statistics. 

Population  of  the  County  and  Small  Burghs 
Population  of  the  Burgh  of  Dumfries  ... 

Number  of  Schools — 

(a)  Nursery  Schools  ...  ...  

(b)  Pi'imary  Schools 

(c)  Secondary  Schools 

(d)  (i)  Special  schools 

(ii)  Special  classes  in  ordinal  schools 

(iii)  Occupation  centres 

(e)  In  receipt  of  grant  from  education  authority 

and  under  medical  inspection 
Number  of  children  on  registers  ... 

Number  of  children  in  average  attendance 


59,336 

26,320 

2 

86 

0 

3 

1 

1 

12,789 

12,409 


3.  Sanitary  Conditions  of  Schools. 

A survey  was  made  during  the  summer  of  1951  of  school 
buildings  in  72  schools  in  the  area  of  the  education  authority. 
Conditions  were  noted  as  being  satisfactory,  fair,  or  unsatis- 
factory. The  following  is  a resume  of  the  conditions  found  : — 
1 . Buildings  : — 

Aspect  of  Site — Satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  51 

Fair  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Unsatisfactory  ...  ...  ...  5 

Those  were  noted  as  unsatisfactory  because  of  classroom  windows 
facing  a noisy  main  road  (2),  or  windows  so  placed  as  not  to  receive 


full  benefit  from  daylight  (3). 

State  of  Repair  : — 

Outside — Satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 

Fair...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Unsatisfactory  ...  ...  ...  

Inside — Satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

Fair  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Unsatisfactory  ...  ...  ...  
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This  calls  for  comment  as  it  shows  the  care  that  is  now  being 
taken.  An  effort  is  being  made  to  make  the  inside  of  classrooms 
appear  more  attractive  to  children  by  improved  decoration. 

Access — Satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Fair 18 

Unsatisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

This  should  receive  due  consideration.  Improvement  can  only 
be  expected  at  certain  schools  by  providing  barriers,  gates  or 
fences,  or  by  adjusting  road  signs.  In  some  cases  the  entrance  is 
apt  to  become  flooded  in  wet  weather. 


51 

17 

4 


2.  Classrooms  : — 

Sufficiency — Satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Fair  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Unsatisfactory  ...  ...  ...  10 

The  unsatisfactory  figures  apply  mainly  to  those  schools  taking 
post-primary  pupils  and  two  primary  schools  in  Dumfries. 

Desks  : — 

Type.  Position.  Size. 

Satisfactory  ...  26  Satisfactory  ...  59  Satisfactory 

Fair  24  Fair 12  Fair 

Unsatisfactory  22  Unsatisfactory  1 Unsatisfactory 

Desks  throughout  the  county  are  to  a large  extent,  especially  in 
primary  schools,  of  the  dual  variety,  and  only  those  are  noted  as 
unsatisfactory  which  are  old-fashioned  or  badly  worn. 

Heating — Satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  •••  45 

Fair  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  11 

Unsatisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Heating  is  generally  unsatisfactory  in  schools  heated  byr  means 
of  open  fires  with  or  without  supplementary  heat  from  electric 
radiators  ; in  some  cases  these  are  neither  efficient  nor  sufficient. 

Lighting  : — 

Natural — Satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  •••  46 

Fair 


Unsatisfactory 
Artificial — Satisfactory 
Fair 

Unsatisfactory 


22 

4 

58 

11 

3 


Natural  lighting  is  considered  bad  in  only  4 schools,  two  of  these 
being  infant  departments.  All  schools  are  now  lit  by  electricity, 
and  in  several  cases  this  requires  to  be  improved  by  introducing 
additional  points,  or  by  lowering  the  lights. 
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Ventilation — Satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 

Fair  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Unsatisfactory  ...  ...  ...  2 

In  cases  where  this  is  unsatisfactory  the  remedy  lies  in  renovating 
window  frames  so  that  all  windows  in  a classroom  can  be  made 
to  open.  Many  classrooms  are  draughty. 

Cleanliness — Satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 

Fair  12 

Unsatisfactory  ...  ...  ...  1 

Generally  speaking,  the  schools  are  kept  in  a cleanly  or  fairly 
cleanly  condition  depending  not  only  on  the  encouragement  of 
the  head  teacher  and  enthusiasm  of  the  cleaner  but  on  the 
condition  of  the  floors  and  the  playground. 

Flooring — Satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Fair  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Unsatisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

A large  number  of  floors  are  not  satisfactory.  At  the  present 
time  it  is  difficult  to  remedy  this. 


3.  Cloakrooms  : — 

Sufficiency — Satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Fair  19 

Unsatisfactory  ...  ...  ...  20 

Drying  Arrangements — Satisfactory  ...  ...  3 

Fair...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Unsatisfactory  ...  ...  58 

Cleanliness — Satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 

Fair  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Unsatisfactory  ...  ...  ...  1 


A considerable  number  of  schools  are  lacking  in  good  cloakroom 
accommodation.  Efficient  drying  arrangements  are  almost 
non-existent. 


4.  Drinking  Water  : — 

Sufficiency — Satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  69 

Fair  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Unsatisfactory  ...  ...  ...  1 

Facilities  for  use — Satisfactory  11 

Fair  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Unsatisfactory  ...  ...  ...  56 


33 


5.  Water  Supply  : — 

Satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  65 

Fair  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Unsatisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Water  supply  was  insufficient  in  one  school  only  and  this  was  in 
the  process  of  being  remedied  at  the  time  of  this  survey. 
Generally  speaking,  facilities  for  use  by  the  children  are  bad, 
being  to  a great  extent  by  communal  mug  and  tap.  Where 
drinking  fountains  are  installed  they  are  seldom  sufficient  in 
number,  are  liable  to  freeze  in  winter  and  need  frequent  repair. 

6.  Wash-hand  Basins  : — 


Sufficiency — Satisfactory 

22 

Fair 

18 

Unsatisfactory 

32 

Cleanliness — Satisfactory 

56 

Fan- 

16 

Unsatisfactory 

... 

Towels  : — 

Sufficiency — Satisfactory 

10 

Fan- 

17 

Unsatisfactory 

45 

Soap  : — 

Satisfactory  ... 

72 

Fan- 

...  ...  • • . ... 

Unsatisfactory 

...  ...  

9.  Spray  Baths  : — 

Satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Facilities  for  hand-washing  are  not  satisfactory.  According  to 
modem  standards  there  is  an  almost  general  shortage  of  wash- 
hand  basins  ; in  one  or  two  cases  these  are  of  an  old-fashioned 
model.  Hot  water  is  seldom  available  for  the  children  and 
towels  supplied  are  quite  inadequate.  An  experiment  is  being 
conducted  in  a rural  school  to  investigate  the  possibilities  of 
giving  the  children  adequate  facilities  for  washing  the  hands. 
Now  that  meals  are  being  served  at  school,  it  is  more  than  ever 
necessary,  both  for  training  and  hygenic  purposes,  to  have 
adequate  facilities. 
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10.  Sanitary  Conveniences  : — 

Type — Satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

Fair  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Unsatisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Girls— 

Sufficiency — Satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 

Fair  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Unsatisfactory  ...  ...  ...  10 

Cleanliness — Satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 

Fair  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Unsatisfactory  ...  ...  ...  3 

Boys — 

Sufficiency — Satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

Fair  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Unsatisfactory  ...  ...  ...  9 

Cleanliness — Satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Fair  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Unsatisfactory  ...  ...  ...  6 

Urinals — 

Sufficiency — Satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Fair  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Unsatisfactory  ...  ...  ...  12 

Cleanliness — Satisfactory  47 

Fair  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Unsatisfactory  ...  ...  ...  4 


Much  progress  has  been  made  in  introducing  the  water  carriage 
system  into  the  school  closets.  Only  a very  small  number  of 
schools  now  remain  to  be  converted — mainly  those  awaiting  a 
new  drainage  scheme.  In  cases  where  dry  or  chemical  closets 
are  in  use  they  are  kept  in  a cleanly  condition.  In  a few  cases 
where  water  carriage  exists,  the  type  of  closet  is  so  old-fashioned 
as  to  be  most  unsatisfactory.  Insufficiency  of  closets  is  found 
mainly  in  schools  taking  post-primary  pupils.  In  cases  where 
urinal  space  for  boys  is  insufficient,  it  is  wellnigh  impossible  to 
keep  the  closets  in  a cleanly  condition.  The  standard  of  cleanli- 
ness is  generally  fairly  good,  but  children  do  require  to  be  trained 
to  use  the  closets  properly  and  conditions  regarding  this  vary 
much  in  different  schools. 
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11.  Disposal  of  Refuse: — 

Satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

Fair  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Unsatisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

In  only  three  of  the  latter  cases  does  the  refuse  contain  material 
from  the  closets,  and  in  two  of  these  water  closets  are  being 
installed.  An  incinerator  might  be  supplied  for  one  school. 
Ashpits  were  mostly  in  quite  a satisfactory  condition. 

12.  Playgrounds  : — 

Sufficiency — Satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 

Fair  11 

Unsatisfactory  ...  ...  ...  8 

Surface — 


Girls  (31) 

Boys  (40) 

Joint  (41) 

Satisfactory  ... 

16 

Satisfactory 

..  16 

Satisfactory 

..  12 

Fair  ... 

7 

Fair 

..  10 

Fan- 

..  6 

Unsatisfactory 

8 

Unsatisfactory  . 

..  14 

Unsatisfactory  . 

..  23 

Drainage — 

Girls 

Boys 

Joint 

Satisfactory 

18 

Satisfactory 

..  18 

Satisfactory 

..  15 

Fair  ... 

5 

Fair 

..  9 

Fan- 

..  7 

Unsatisfactory 

8 

Unsatisfactory  . , 

..  13 

Unsatisfactory 

19 

Shelter — 

Girls 

Boys 

Joint 

Satisfactory  ... 

9 

Satisfactory 

..  21 

Satisfactory 

..  21 

Fair  ... 

12 

Fan- 

..  11 

Fan- 

..  13 

Unsatisfactory 

10 

Unsatisfactory  . . 

..  8 

Unsatisfactory  . . 

..  7 

Many  playgrounds  have  been  covered,  in  part  or  in  whole,  with 
tarmacadam  during  the  last  few  years.  There  still  remain  quite 
a number  which  would  benefit  by  this  treatment.  Shelter 
accommodation  is  unsatisfactory  in  25  schools,  mainly  due  to 
insufficiency,  but  in  several  cases  the  shelters  do  not  keep  out  rain. 

13.  Staff  Rooms  : — 

In  a one-teacher  school  a staff  room  is  not  considered 
necessary.  Special  washing  facilities  are  not  as  a rule  necessary 
in  one-teacher  schools  provided  there  is  hot  water  in  the  dining- 
room. A separate  water  closet  for  a one-teacher  school  is  only 
considered  necessary  if  the  schoolhouse  is  some  distance  from  the 
school. 
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Sufficiency — Satisfactory 

8 

Out  of  36)  Fair 

12 

Unsatisfactory 

16 

Washing  Facilities — Satisfactory  ... 

22 

(out  of  51)  Fair 

18 

Unsatisfactory 

11 

W.C. — Satisfactory 

27 

(out  of  51)  Fair 

12 

Unsatisfactory  ... 

12 

The  necessity  for  comfortable  staff  room  accommodation  with 

decent  facilities  does  not  require  to  be  stressed. 

14.  Medical  Inspection  Arrangements  : — 

School  Medical  Officers’  Room — 

Satisfactory 

26 

Fair... 

36 

Unsatisfactory 

10 

Dressing  Room — Satisfactory 

25 

Fair 

36 

Unsatisfactory 

11 

Waiting  Room — Satisfactory 

7 

Fair 

56 

Unsatisfactory 

9 

Conditions  under  which  medical  inspection  is  carried 

out  are 

much  the  same  as  they  were  in  1948.  The  School  Medical  Officers 
are  most  appreciative  of  the  efforts  made  by  head  teachers  to 
arrange  the  best  possible  accommodation,  often  at  considerable 
inconvenience  to  themselves  and  members  of  their  staffs. 

15.  Dining  Arrangements  : — 

Dining-room — Satisfactory  ... 

50 

Fair  ... 

12 

Unsatisfactory 

10 

Warming  of  Dishes — Satisfactory  ... 

52 

Fair  ... 

9 

Unsatisfactory 

11 

Washing-up — Satisfactory  ... 

53 

Faff 

12 

Unsatisfactory 

7 

Storage  of  Utensils — Satisfactory  ... 

60 

Fair 

12 

Unsatisfactory 
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Meals  are  now  supplied  in  all  but  two  schools.  There  is  still  one 
school  where  accommodation  is  so  limited  that  only  a certain 
number  of  meals  can  be  provided. 

4.  Organisation  and  Administration. 

In  addition  to  the  routine  and  follow-up  examinations 
carried  out  by  the  School  Medical  Officers  during  the  year,  a 
comprehensive  survey  of  sanitation  and  physical  education  was 
undertaken  in  all  schools.  The  findings  are  included  in  this 
report. 

In  May  of  this  year  250  children  from  the  Burgh  and  250 
children  from  the  County,  of  ages  10—11  years,  attended  a camp 
school  at  Gorebridge,  Midlothian.  The  children  were  medically 
examined  to  exclude  infectious  or  verminous  conditions  on  two 
occasions  prior  to  setting  off  for  the  camp  and  were  visited  by  a 
medical  officer  during  their  stay.  The  standard  of  cleanliness 
was  most  satisfactory. 

A health  visitor  was  appointed  to  the  Kirkconnel  area  and 
one  to  the  Gretna  area  during  the  year.  The  minor  ailments 
clinic  continues  to  function  at  Annan  and,  in  addition,  three 
further  clinics  have  been  opened  at  Kelloholm,  Kirkconnel  and 
Gretna.  These  clinics  are  proving  a great  benefit. 

School  Ophthalmic  Service. 

No.  of  refractions  carried  out  by  School  Medical 

Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  423 

No.  of  children  referred  to  Consultant  Ophthal- 
mologist ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

No.  of  spectacles  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  288 

No.  of  prescriptions  sent  direct  to  parent  ...  ...  5 

Most  of  the  refractions  have  been  carried  out  by  the  School 
Medical  Officers  on  behalf  of  the  Western  Regional  Hospital 
Board. 

Cases  that  are  referred  to  the  Consultant  Ophthalmologist 
have,  in  some  cases,  to  wait  a considerable  period  before  being 
examined  This  delay,  together  with  an  almost  complete  absence 
of  reports  on  children  who  have  been  examined,  makes  it  difficult 
to  maintain  a close  follow-up  on  the  children  who  most  require  it. 

The  arrangements  for  the  dispensing  of  glasses  remains  the 
same,  the  glasses  being  supplied  within  10 — 12  days. 
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The  accounts  for  new  glasses  and  for  repairs  are  referred  to 
the  Regional  Hospital  Board  for  payment. 

5.  The  Findings  of  Medical  Inspection. 


Number  of  parents  at  routine  examinations  : — 


Boys 

Girls 

Entrants 

...  70-67% 

70-29% 

2nd  Age  Group 

...  8-92% 

11-08% 

3rd  Age  Group 

... 

0-59% 

4th  Age  Group 

... 

... 

Other  systematic 

...  5-36% 

8-00% 

The  percentages  show  an  increase  in  the  number  of  parents 
attending  the  entrant  medical  examination,  but  this  satisfactory 
state  is  not  maintained  in  the  other  age  groups. 

The  findings  refer  to  children  examined  in  the  following  age 
groups — all  infant  entrants,  children  born  in  1943  (hearing  and 
vision  only),  1941,  1937  and  1934. 

The  total  number  of  children  examined  was  3618. 

Clothing — Number  unsatisfactory  : — 

Boys 3 0-17% 

Girls  4 0-22% 

Footgear — Number  unsatisfactory  : — 


Boys  ... 



... 

Girls 



... 

Uncleanliness  : — 

(a)  Head  (dirty) — 

Boys 

• • • • • • 

• • • 

Girls  

...  30 

1-65% 

Head  (pediculosis) — 

Boys  

...  25 

2-5% 

Girls 

...  76 

3-9% 

(b)  Body  (dirty) — 

Boys 

...  1 

0-06% 

Girls 

1 

0-05% 

The  cleanliness  figures  tend  to  be 

misleading  as 

the  parents 

are  notified  of  the  school  medical  inspection  and  usually  present 
their  children  in  a clean  condition. 

The  incidence  of  pediculosis  of  head  in  girls  continues  to 
take  a downward  trend,  being  16-46%  in  1947  and  3-9%  this  year. 
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The  schools  that  have  shown  the  most  marked  improvement  are 
those  where  a health  visitor  is  in  attendance  and  where  school 
clinics  have  been  opened. 

Skin. 


(a)  Head — 


Ringworm 

...  Boys 

1 

0-06% 

Girls 

. . • 

. . . 

Impetigo 

...  Boys 

3 

0-17% 

Girls 

1 

0-05% 

Other  diseases  .. 

...  Boys 

9 

0-5% 

Girls 

12 

0-66% 

(b)  Body — 

Ringworm 

...  Boys 

4 

0-22% 

Girls 

. . . 

Impetigo 

...  Boys 

3 

0-17% 

Girls 

. . . 

. . . 

Scabies  ... 

...  Boys 

1 

0-06% 

Girls 

2 

0-11% 

Other  diseases  .. 

...  Boys 

33 

1-83% 

Girls 

32 

1-76% 

Skin  conditions  generally  have  maintained 

much  the  same 

low  level  of  incidence  over 
of  significant  proportions 

the  past  two  years 
was  noted. 

. No  single  condition 

Nutrition  ax,  State. 

Slightly  defective 

...  Boys 

134 

7-45% 

Girls 

145 

7-96% 

Bad  

. . . Boys 

3 

0-17% 

Girls 

1 

0-05% 

The  nutritional  state  of  a child  cannot  be  measured  by  mere 
considerations  of  height  and  weight  alone.  Many  factors  of  a 
hypothetical  nature  must  also  be  considered  before  an  opinion 
can  be  expressed,  and  it  is  natural  that  variations  from  year  to 
year  can  be  expected  depending  upon  each  Medical  Officer’s 
standards. 

Figures  for  this  year  show  an  improvement  on  previous  years 
and,  although  no  precise  conclusions  can  be  made,  the  trend  is 
satisfactory. 
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Mouth  and  Teeth. 

Unhealthy  Boys  97  5-39% 

Girls  119  6-53% 

The  figures  are  much  the  same  as  last  year.  A more  detailed 
report  is  given  by  the  dental  officer. 

Naso-pharynx. 

(a)  Nose — 

(i)  Obstruction  requiring  observation — 


Boys 

21 

1*17% 

Girls 

20 

1*1% 

(ii)  Obstruction  requiring  operation 

Boys 

16 

0-89% 

Girls 

17 

0-93% 

(iii)  Other  conditions — 

Boys 

11 

0-61% 

Girls 

14 

0-77% 

(b)  Throat — 

(i)  Tonsils  requiring  observation— 

Boys 

147 

8-17% 

Girls 

102 

8-89% 

(ii)  Tonsils  requiring  operation — 

Boys 

33 

1*83% 

Girls 

40 

2-2% 

The  infant  entrant  group  form  approximately  80%  of  school 
children  at  routine  examination  who  require  observation  for 
enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids  and  70%  of  those  who  require 
operation. 

In  a large  number  of  these  cases  no  previous  complaint  of 
sore  throat  can  be  elicited  and  there  is  a growing  tendency  to 
adopt  a conservative  attitude  of  observation  and  only  to 
recommend  operation  when  there  is  definite  evidence  of  infection 
or  gross  obstruction. 

(c)  Glands — 

(i)  Requiring  observation — 

Boys  34  1-89% 

Girls  32  1-76% 

(ii)  Requiring  operation — 

Boys  1 0-06% 

Girls 

The  figures  are  much  the  same  as  in  previous  years. 
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Eyes. 

(a)  External  Diseases — 


Blepharitis 

. . . Boys 

19 

1-06% 

Girls 

20 

M% 

Conjunctivitis  .. 

. . . Boys 

5 

0-28% 

Girls 

2 

o-ii% 

Corneal  opacities 

...  Boys 

1 

0-06% 

Girls 

2 

0-11% 

Strabismus 

. . . Boys 

29 

1-61% 

Girls 

32 

1-76% 

Other  diseases  .. 

. . . Boys 

8 

0-44% 

Girls 

12 

0-66% 

The  number  suffering  from  strabismus  has  shown  an  increase 

on  last  j^ear’s  figures.  As  in  the  case 

of  tonsils 

and  adenoids 

the  infant  entrant  group 

form  the  bulk  of  those  affected. 

There  is  a tendency 

on  the  part  of  parents  to  leave  such 

children  untreated  until  they  start  school,  whereas  early  con- 
servative methods  would  reduce  considerably  the  numbers 
ultimately  requiring  operative  treatment. 


The  value  of  regular  attendance  at  the  child  welfare  clinics 

and  surveillance  of  the  pre-school  child  by  the 

health  visitor  can 

hardly  be  overstressed. 

(b)  Visual  Acuity — 

Good 

...  Boys 

1272 

68-55% 

Girls 

1242 

67-32% 

Fair 

...  Boys 

441 

26-52% 

Girls 

471 

26-54% 

Bad  

...  Boys 

83 

4-93% 

Girls 

109 

6-14% 

Recommended  for 

...  Bovs 

08 

4-03% 

refraction 

Girls 

86 

4-85% 

These  figures  are  much  the  same  as  the  two  previous  years. 
As  stated  in  para.  4,  sight-testing  is,  for  the  most  part,  being 
carried  out  by  the  School  Medical  Officers. 


Ears. 


(a)  Diseases — 
Otorrhoea 


Boys 

6 

0-33% 

Girls 

5 

0-27% 

Boys 

9 

0-5% 

Girls 

6 

0-33% 

Other  diseases  ... 


42 


(b)  Defective  Hearing  — 


Grade  I.  ... 

...  Boys 

5 

0-28% 

Girls 

8 

0*45% 

Grade  Tl.a 

...  Boys 

1 

006% 

Girls 

... 

Grade  II.  b 

...  Bo}?s 

... 

Girls 

Grade  III. 

...  Boys 

. . . 

Girls 

... 

There  is  no  appreciable  difference  in  incidence  as  compared 
with  figures  for  previous  years. 

Children  suffering  from  severe  degrees  of  deafness  are 
educated  at  special  schools  and  are  therefore  not  examined  at 
routine  examinations  in  ordinary  schools. 

Hearing  Testing. 

The  most  effective  method  of  hearing  testing  available  at 
the  moment  is  close  co-operation  between  the  child's  teacher 
and  the  School  Medical  Officer,  as,  without  the  facilities  of  audio- 
metry, minor  degrees  of  deafness  can  only  be  detected  after  a 
period  of  continued  observation. 

The  advantages  of  being  able  to  carry  out  controlled  audio- 
metric tests  would  be  considerable,  especially  in  the  case  of 
children  suspected  of  having  minor  degrees  of  deafness  and  to 
exclude  deafness  as  a possible  cause  of  mental  retardation  in  the 
relatively  large  group  of  mentally  sub-standard  children. 

Speech  . 


Defective  articulation  . 

..  Bovs 

5 

0-28% 

Girls 

5 

0-27% 

Stammering 

..  Boys 

9 

0*5% 

Girls 

1 

0*05% 

The  incidence  of  defective  articulation  and  stammering  is 
higher  than  the  figures  suggest.  It  is  only  when  the  School 
Medical  Officer  is  in  conversation  with  the  child  or  when  the 
impediment  is  drawn  to  the  Medical  Officer's  attention  by  the 
parent  or  teacher  that  it  is  recorded.  The  employment  of  a 
Speech  Therapist  is  recommended  for  work  in  the  Dumfriesshire 
schools. 
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Mental  and  Nervous  Conditions. 

Figures  for  these  conditions  are  not  given  as  it  is  not  possible 
to  assess  a child’s  mental  and  nervous  condition  at  a routine 
physical  examination.  Only  cases  that  show  obvious  nervous 
instability  are  recorded. 

Ascertainment  of  mental  defect  is  carried  out  at  the  request 
of  the  head  teacher  and  only  after  following  out  the  procedure 
laid  down  in  the  Education  (Scotland)  Act,  1946. 

The  number  of  official  mental  tests  performed  was  40. 

The  number  of  children  in  attendance  at  the  Child  Guidance 
Clinic  was  161.  The  number  of  attendances  at  the  Clinic  was  692. 

Circulatory  System. 

(a)  Organic  Heart  Disease — 


(i)  Congenital  ... 

Boys 

2 

0-11% 

Girls 

3 

0-16% 

(ii)  Acquired 

Boas 

5 

0-28% 

Girls 

5 

0-27% 

(b)  Functional  conditions — 

Boys 

42 

2-34% 

Girls 

46 

2-52% 

The  figures  for  acquired  heart  conditions  are  much  the  same 

as  last  year’s  low  figure. 

The  total  number  of  organic 

heart 

conditions 

as  shown  in 

Table  IV.  shows  a drop  from  86  last  year  to  74  this  year. 

Lungs. 

Chronic  Bronchitis 

Boys 

9 

0-5% 

Girls 

3 

0-16% 

Suspected  Tuberculosis... 

Boys 

2 

0-11% 

Girls 

3 

0-16% 

Other  diseases  ... 

Boys 

50 

2-78% 

Girls 

54 

2-96% 

The  figures  for  “ other  diseases  ” are  made  up  predominantly 
of  catarrhal  infections  and  asthma  and  are  much  the  same  as  last 
year’s  figures  despite  the  inclement  weather  experienced  during 
the  current  school  year  as  compared  with  1949-50. 

Referring  to  Table  IV.  para  7(d),  the  total  numbers  of  other 
reasons  of  ill-health  is  38,  of  which  asthma  and  bronchiectasis 
contribute  27,  compared  with  18  lung  conditions  last  year.  This 
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increase  was  commented  upon  last  year  in  comparison  with 
previous  years  and  it  appears  that  the  upward  trend  in  the  incid- 
ence of  chronic  lung  conditions,  apart  from  tuberculosis,  is  being 
maintained.  It  is  difficult  to  estimate  the  part  played  in  this 
increase  by  improved  methods  of  diagnosis. 


Deformities. 


years. 


Congenital  ...  ...  Boys 

6 

0-33% 

Girls 

8 

0-44% 

Acquired  (infantile  paralysis) — 

Boys 

... 

... 

Girls 

4 

0-22% 

Acquired  (rickets)  ...  Boys 

9 

0-5% 

Girls 

9 

0-49% 

Acquired  (other  causes)  Boys 

24 

1-3% 

Girls 

51 

sO 

GO 

s figures  show  very  little  variance 

from 

those  of  previous 

oils  Diseases. 

Boys 

5 

0-28% 

Girls 

3 

0-16% 

Whooping  cough  is  responsible  for  most  of  the  cases  in  this 
group. 


Other  Diseases  or  Defects. 

Bovs  45  2-5% 

Girls  45  2-47% 

There  is  no  significant  increase  in  any  of  the  conditions  applic- 
able to  this  group. 

General  Statement  of  Defects. 

The  number  of  children  free  from  defects  as  shown  in  Table 
III.  shows  an  improvement  on  previous  years.  Groups  IT.  and 
III.  remain  much  the  same  but  Group  IV. (a),  children  suffering 
from  a curable  defect,  shows  an  improvement.  Group  IV.(b), 
children  suffering  from  a defect  which  is  incurable  or  where 
improvement  only  is  expected,  remains  stationary  around  2-5% 
-3%. 

The  figures  indicate  a continued  improvement  in  the  health 
of  the  school  population. 
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STATISTICAL  TABLES. 
Table  I. 

Total  number  of  children  examined  at — 


A.  Systematic  Examinations — 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Entrants 

675 

690 

1365 

2nd  Age  Group 

538 

585 

1123 

3rd  Age  Group 

530 

498 

1028 

4th  Age  Group 

53 

49 

102 

Total 

1796 

1822 

3618 

Other  Systematic  Examinations  ( i.e . children  missed  at  age  group 
but  subsequently  examined  systematically) — 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

112 

B.  Other  Examinations — 

113 

225 

(1)  Special  cases  seen  at  routine  visits  ... 

. . . 

307 

Special  cases  seen  at  special  visits  ... 

... 

1364 

(2)  Re-inspections  by  Medical  Officers  ... 
(Defects,  5573  ; Uncleanliness,  740). 

... 

6313 

Number  of  special  visits  by  Medical  Officers 

. . . 

245 

The  number  of  individual  children  inspected  at  systema- 

tic  examination  who  were  notified  to  parents  as  requiring 
treatment — 

Entrants 

132 

2nd  Age  Group 

79 

3rd  Age  Group 

29 

4th  Age  Group 

5 

Other  systematic  examinations  ... 

11 

Total  ... 

... 

256 

Total  number  notified  for  uncleanliness... 

81 
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Table  II. — Systematic 


Return-  of  Number  and  Percentage  of  Individual 


Total 

Entrants. 

examined 

— 

Nature  of  Defect. 

at  all  ages 

Boys 

Girls 

675 

690 

3618 

| 

— 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

1.  Clothing  Unsatisfactory 

1 

0.15 

2 

0.29 

2.  Footgear  Unsatisfactory 

... 

... 

... 

... 

3.  Unoleanliness. 

(a)  Head — Dirt  

... 

13 

1.88 

Pediculosis  

13 

1.93 

17 

2.46 

(b)  Body— Dirt  

... 

1 

0.15 

1 

0.14 

Pediculosis  

4.  Skin. 

(a)  Head — Ringworm  

Impetigo  

2 

0.29 

1 

0.14 

Other  Diseases 

4 

0.59 

4 

0.58 

(b)  Body — Ringworm  

1 

0.15 

Impetigo  

2 

0.29 

Scabies 

1 

0.14 

Other  Diseases 

16 

2.37 

13 

1.88 

5.  Nutritional  State. 

Slightly  Defective  

56 

8.29 

59 

8.55 

Bad  

6.  Mouth  and  Teeth. 

Unhealthy  

4 

0.59 

9 

1.30 

7.  Naso-Pharynx. 

(a)  Nose — 

i.  Obstruction  requiring  observation 

17 

2.52 

14 

2.03 

ii.  Obstruction  requiring  operation  ... 

12 

1.78 

IS 

1.88 

iii.  Other  conditions 

0.74 

10 

1.45 

(b)  Throat — 

i.  Tonsils  requiring  observation 

87 

12.88 

99 

14.35 

ii.  Tonsils  requiring  operation 

21 

3.11 

27 

3.91 

(c)  Glands — 

i.  Requiring  observation 

25 

37 

23 

3.33 

ii.  Requiring  operation  

1 

0.15 

8.  Eyes. 

(a)  External  Diseases — 

Blepharitis  

7 

1.04 

9 

1.30 

Conjunctivitis  

4 

0.59 

1 

0.14 

Corneal  Opacities 

Strabismus  

22 

3.26 

25 

3.62 

Other  Diseases  ... 
(b)  Visual  Acuity — 

3438 

4 

0.59 

6 

0.87 

Fair  

... 

258  | 

47.6 

264  1 

41.06 

Bad  

37 

6.83 

57  ! 

8.86 

Recommended  for  refraction  ... 

... 

35 

6.09 

48  | 

7.47 
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Examinations. 


Children  in  each  Age-Group  suffering  from  particular  defects 


Second  Age-Group. 

1 

Third  A< 

ie-Group. 

Fourth  a 

ge-Group. 

all  ; 

1QES. 

B 

oys 

538 

G 

Iris 

85 

Boys 

580 

Girls 

498 

Boys 

53 

Girls 

49 

B( 

r 

>ys 

r06 

G 

If 

rls 

22 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

O/ 

/O 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

O/ 

/o 

No. 

% 

No. 

O/ 

/o 

1 

0.19 

1 

0.17 

1 

0.19 

1 

0.20 

3 

... 

017 

... 

4 

0.22 

2 

037 

9 

1.54 

8 

1.61 

30 

1.65 

7 

1.30 

31 

5.30 

6 

0.94 

23 

4.62 

... 

25 

2.5 

71 

3.90 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

0.06 

1 

0.05 

1 

0.19 

1 

0.06 

1 

0.19 

... 

3 

0.17 

1 

0.05 

2 

0.37 

1 

0.17 

2 

0.38 

5 

1.00 

1 

1.87 

2 

4.08 

9 

0.5 

12 

0.66 

9 

0.37 

1 

0.19 

... 

4 

0.22 

... 

... 

... 

3 

0.17 

... 

1 

0.19 

1 

0.20 

1 

0.06 

2 

0.11 

13 

2.43 

9 

1 .54 

4 

0.75 

9 

1.81 

1 

2.04 

33 

1.83 

32 

1.76 

46 

8.55 

47 

8.03 

32 

6.04 

39 

7.83 

... 

... 

134 

7.45 

145 

7.96 

... 

3 

0.57 

1 

0.20 

3 

0.17 

1 

0.05 

53 

9.85 

67 

11.45 

34 

6.42 

39 

7.83 

6 

11.21 

8.16 

97 

5.39 

119 

6.53 

2 

0.37 

5 

0.85 

2 

0.38 

... 

... 

1 

2.04 

21 

1.17 

20 

1.10 

3 

0.59 

3 

0.51 

1 

0.19 

1 

0.20 

16 

0.89 

17 

0.93 

4 

0.74 

2 

0.34 

2 

0.38 

2 

0.40 

11 

0.61 

14 

0.77 

26 

4.81 

42 

7.18 

33 

0.23 

19 

3.82 

1 

1.87 

2 

4.08 

147 

8.17 

162 

8.89 

10 

1.86 

8 

1.37 

2 

0.38 

5 

1.00 

33 

: .83 

40 

2.20 

8 

1.49 

9 

1.54 

1 

0.19 

... 

... 

... 

34 

1.89 

32 

1.76 

1 

0.06 

... 

6 

1.14 

6 

1.03 

5 

0.94 

5 

1.00 

1 

1.87 

... 

19 

1.06 

20 

1.10 

1 

0.19 

1 

0.20 

. . . 

... 

5 

0.28 

2 

0.11 

1 

0.19 

... 

2 

0.40 

1 

0 06 

2 

0.11 

4 

0.74 

6 

1.03 

3 

0.57 

1 

0.20 

... 

... 

... 

29 

1.01 

32 

1.76 

1 

0.19 

4 

0.68 

3 

0.57 

2 

0.40 

8 

0.44 

12 

0.60 

113 

21.00 

145 

24.79 

61 

12.52 

56 

11.24 

9 

16.61 

6 

12.24 

441 

26.52 

471 

26.54 

24 

4.44 

28 

4.79 

16 

3.02 

18 

3.61 

4 

7.47 

6 

12.24 

83 

4.93 

109 

6.14 

25 

4.63 

25 

4.27 

9 

1.69 

10 

2.01 

1 

1.87 

3 

612 

68 

4.03 

86 

4.85 
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Table  II. — Systematic 


Return  of  Number  and  Percentage  of  Individual 


Total 
examined 
at  all  ages. 

3618 

Extr. 

k5TS. 

Nature  of  Defect. 

F 

loys 

675 

Girls 

690 

No. 

O/ 

/O 

No. 

% 

9.  Ears. 

(a)  Diseases — 

Otorrhoea  j 

2 

0.29 

3 

0.43 

Other  Diseases 

5 

0.74 

8 

9.43 

(b)  Hearing — 

Grade  I ... 

3438 

5 

0.79 

Grade  II. a ...  ...  * 

...  > 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Grade  Il.b  

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Grade  III.  ...  

... 

... 

... 

... 

10.  SPEECH. 

Defective  Articulation  

3618 

2 

0.29 

4 

0.58 

Stammering 

5 

0.74 

1 

0.14 

11.  Mental  and  Nervous  Condition. 

(a)  Backward 

... 

... 

(b)  Dull  

2 

0.29 

(c)  Mentally  Defective  (educable)  ... 

2 

0.29 

(d)  Mentally  Defective  (Ineducable) 

... 

(e)  Highly  Nervous  or  Unstable  

2 

0.29 

(f)  Difficult  in  Behaviour 

... 

12.  Circulatory  System. 

(a)  Organic  Heart  Disease — 

i.  Congenital 

2 

0.29 

ii.  Acquired  

1 

0.15 

1 

0.14 

(b)  Functional  Conditions  ... 

15 

2.22 

14 

2.03 

(c)  Anaemia 

1 

0.15 

2 

0.29 

18.  Lungs. 

Chronic  Bronchitis  ... 

4 

0.29 

2 

0.29 

Suspected  Tuberculosis 

1 

0.15 

Other  Diseases  ...  

27 

399 

33 

4.78 

14.  Deformities. 

(a)  Congenital  

3 

0.45 

4 

0.5S 

(b)  Acquired  (Infantile  Paralysis)  ... 

1 

XI 4 

(c)  Acquired  (probably  Rickets)  ... 

2 

0.29 

4 

0.5S 

(d)  Acquired  (Other  Causes)* 

6 

0.89 

12 

1.74 

16.  Infectious  Diseases 

1 

015 

3 

0.43 

10.  Other  Diseases  or  Defects 

21 

3.11 

23 

333 

* Includes  Pos 

tural  Defects 
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Examinations  (continued). 

Children  in  each  Age-Group  suffering  from  particular  defects 


Second  .4 

GE- 

Group. 

Third  Age-Group. 

Fourth  Age-Group. 

All 

Ages. 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

538 

585 

530 

498 

53 

49 

1 

796 

1 

822 

No. 

O/ 

7o 

No 

| % 

No. 

% 

No. 

o/ 

/o 

No 

• | % 

No. 

% 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

% 

3 

0.59 

1 

0.19 

2 

0.40 

6 

0.33 

5 

0.27 

4 

0.74 

2 

0.34 

... 

... 

1 

0.20 

... 

9 

0.5 

6 

0.33 

3 

0.57 

2 

0.34 

2 

0.38 

1 

0.20 

... 

5 

0.28 

8 

0.45 

1 

0.19 

1 

0.06 

1 

0.19 

1 

0.17 

2 

0.38 

5 

0.28 

5 

0.27 

3 

0.57 

1 

1.87 

... 

9 

0.5 

1 

0.05 

5 

0.93 

2 

0.34 

3 

0.57 

3 

0.60 

8 

0.44 

7 

0.39 

8 

1.49 

"• 

1 

0.20 

8 

0.44 

3 

0.16 

... 

... 

l 

0.19 

1 

0.20 

1 

1.87 

... 

2 

0.11 

3 

0.16 

... 

2 

0.38 

1 

0.20 

2 

0.11 

3 

0.16 

3 

0.57 

1 

0.19 

3 

0.60 

1 

2.04 

5 

0.28 

46 

252 

17 

3.16 

16 

2.74 

9 

1.69 

15 

3.01 

1 

1.87 

1 

2.04 

42 

2.34 

46 

2.52 

2 

0.37 

1 

0.17 

1 

0.19 

1 

2.04 

4 

0.22 

4 

0.22 

2 

0.37 

1 

0.17 

3 

0.57 

9 

0.5 

3 

0.16 

3 

0.51 

1 

0.19 

2 

0.1 1 

3 

0.16 

11 

2.04 

7 

1.20 

11 

2.08 

14 

2.81 

1 

1 

1.87 

50 

2.78 

54 

2.96 

1 

0.19 

2 

0.34 

2 

0.38 

2 

0.40 

6 

0.33 

8 

0.44 

... 

1 

0.17 

2 

0.40 

4 

0.22 

3 

0.57 

1 

0.17 

4 

0.75 

4 

0.80 

9 

0.5 

9 

0.49 

10 

1.86 

11 

1.88 

5 

0.94 

21 

4.22 

3 

5.60 

7 

14.29 

24 

1.33 

51 

2.80 

1 

0.19 

... 

5 

0.28 

3 

0.16 

14 

2.61 

6 

1.03 

10 

1.89 

15 

301 

1 

2.04 

45 

2.5 

45 

2.47 
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Table  III. — Systematic 


Entrants. 

Second 

Age-Group. 

1 

Classification. 

Number 

of 

Children. 

Per- 

centage. 

Number 

of 

Children. 

Per- 

centage. 

I.  Children  free  from  defects  

779 

57.07 

594 

52.89 

II.  Children  (otherwise  free  from  defects) 
who  suffer  from — 

(a)  Defective  vision  not  worse  than 
6/12  in  the  better  eye  with  or 
without  glasses  

2 

0.15 

79 

0.86 

or 

(b)  Conditions  of  mouth  and  teeth 
requiring  treatment  

2 / 

0.15 

67 

6.15 

(c)  Both  (a)  and  (b)  

... 

6 

0.53 

Total  

4 

0.  29 

152 

13.54 

III.  Children  suffering  from  ailments  (other 
than  those  mentioned  in  II.)  from 
which  complete  recovery  is  anticipated 
within  a few  weeks  

289 

21.13 

151 

13.46 

IV.  Children  suffering  from  (or  suspected  to 
be  suffering  from)  defects  less  remedi- 
able than  defects  specified  in  II.  or 
III.  distinguishing  cases — 

(a)  Where  complete  cure  or  restoration 
of  function  (in  the  case  of  eye 
defect,  full  correction)  is  considered 
possible  

273 

20 

194 

17.31 

(b)  Where  improvement  only  is  con- 
sidered possible,  e.g.  without  com- 
plete restoration  of  function 

20 

1.46 

32 

2.82 

Total  

293 

21.46 

226 

20.13 

Total  number  of  children  examined 

1365 

100% 

1123 

100% 
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Medical  Examinations. 


Third 

Fourth 

OTHER 

Total. 

Age-Group. 

Age-Group. 

Sr  STB 

MATIC. 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 

of 

Per- 

of 

Per- 

of 

Per- 

of 

Per- 

Children. 

centage. 

Children. 

centage. 

Children. 

centage. 

Children. 

centage. 

624 

60.7 

53 

51.96 

135 

60 

2185 

56.86 

67 

6.55 

13 

12.75 

18 

8.1 

179 

4.66 

39 

3.79 

5 

4.9 

7 

3.11 

120 

3.13 

2 

0.19 

2 

1.96 

1 

0.44 

11 

0.26 

108 

10.53 

20 

19.61 

26 

11.65 

310 

8.05 

122 

11.87 

11 

10.78 

30 

13.33 

603 

15.69 

142 

13.82 

10 

9.80 

27 

12.00 

646 

16.81 

32 

3.11 

8 

7.85 

7 

3.U 

99 

2.58 

174 

16.93 

18 

17.65 

34 

15.11 

745 

19.39 

1028 

100% 

102 

100% 

225 

100% 

8843 

100% 
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Table  IV. 

Return  of  all  Exceptional  Children  of  School  Age  in 

the  Area. 


Disability. 

At 

Ordinary 

Schools 

At  Special 
Schools  or 
Classes 

At  no 
School  or 
Institution 

Total. 

1.  Blind  

2.  Partially  sighted- 

la)  Refractive  errors  in  which  the 
curriculum  of  an  ordinary  school 
would  adversely  affect  the  eye 

3 

3 

condition  

(b)  Other  conditions  on  the  eye  which 
render  the  child  unable  to  read 
ordinary  school  books  or  to  see  well 
enough  to  be  taught  in  an  ordinary 

13 

13 

school  

S.  Deaf — 

16 

... 

16 

Grade  I 

41 

41 

Grade  Il.a 

10 

10 

Grade  Il.b  

Grade  III 

4.  Defective  speech — 

(a)  Defects  of  articulation  requiring 

10 

10 

special  educational  measures 
(b)  Stammering  requiring  special 

28 

28 

educational  measures  

5.  Mentally  defective  (children  between  5 

and  16  years) — 

(a)  Educables  (I.Q.  approx.  50-70— 

18 

13 

“ educationally  subnormal  ”) 

(b)  Ineducable  (I.Q.  generally  less  than 

9 

66 

... 

75 

50) 

6.  Epilepsy — 

6* 

lot 

21 

(a)  Mild  and  occasional  

(b)  Severe  (suitable  for  care  in  a 

20 

20 

residential  school) 

7.  Physically  defective  (Children  between  5 
and  16  years) — 

(a)  Non-pulmonary  tuborculosls  (ex- 

1 

1 

eluding  cervical  glands)  ... 

14 

14 

(b)  General  orthopedic  conditions 

137 

6 

2 

145 

(c)  Organic  henrt  disease  

(d)  Other  causes  of  ill-health  : — 

74 

2 

L 

77 

Asthma 

13 

1 

! 1 

Bronchiectasis  ... 

13 

3 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis 

6 

... 

6 

Diabetes  mellitus 

4 

1 

5 

Congenital  megalocolon 

1 

i 

General  debility  

1 

... 

i 

* In  Crichton  Royal. 

t 

County  children  only. 
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Table  IV.  (continued). 


Disability. 

At 

Ordinary 

Schools. 

At  Special 
Schools  or 
Classes. 

At  no 
School  or 
Institution 

Total. 

8.  Multiple  Defects— 

(a)  Torticollis  and  Deaf  Grade  IIa.  ... 

1 

1 

(b)  Speech  defects  and  deaf  Grade  IIa. 

2 

2 

(c)  Orthopaedic  and  epilepsy  (mild)  ... 

1 

1 

(d)  Orthopaedic  and  partially  sighted 

1 

1 

(e)  Stammer  and  epilepsy  

1 

. . • 

1 

(f)  Organic  heart  and  synovitis  knee 

I 

... 

1 

(g)  Bronchiectasis  and  purpura 

1 

1 

(h)  Educable  mental  defective  and 
orthopaedic 

1 

I 

(i)  Educable  mental  defective  and 
orthopaedic  and  deaf  Grade  I. 

1 

1 

(j)  Educable  mental  defective  and  deaf 
Grade  Ha 

(k)  Educable  mental  defective  and 
infantile  paralysis 

1 

1 

(1)  Ineducable  mental  defective  and 
orthopaedic 

2 

2 

Table  V. 

Average  Heights  and  Weights  at  School  Medical 

Inspection. 


boys. 


AGE  GROUPS 

Entrants 

2nd 

3rd 

Number  measured 
Average  age  (years) 
Average  height  (inches) 

505 

43.1 

351 

9* 

53.3 

437 

13* 

59.2 

Number  weighed 
Average  age  (years) 
Average  weight  (lbs.)  ... 

510 

5* 

43.8 

303 
Q c 
64.2 

438 

13* 

91.3' 

GIRLS. 


AGE  G R O U 

P s 

Entrants 

2nd 

3rd 

Number  measured 

490 

371 

375 

Average  age  (years) 

5* 

9* 

13* 

Average  height  (inches) 

42.6 

52.1 

61.0 

Number  weighed 

509 

309 

376 

Average  age  (years) 

6* 

9* 

13* 

Average  weight  (lbs.)  ... 

41.9 

62.9 

98.8 
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6.  Medical  Treatment. 

A.  Minor  Ailments  (figures  relate  to  children  seen,  not  to 

number  of  treatments) — 

1.  Cuts,  bruises,  sprains,  minor  injuries,  etc.  ...  83 

2.  Diseases  of  the  ear  ...  ...  ...  ...  IT 

3.  Diseases  of  the  eye  (excluding  defective  vision)  93 

4.  Diseases  of  the  skin — 

Ringworm  (scalp)  ...  ...  ...  

Ringworm  (body)  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Scabies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Impetigo  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Other  diseases  (including  pediculosis  and  septic 

conditions)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  309 

Unclassified  cases  seen  at  Comity  Clinics  ...  3146 

B.  Defective  Vision  and  Squint. 

1.  Number  of  retinoscopies  performed  by  School 

Medical  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  423 

2.  Number  of  children  referred  to  Consulting  Oph- 

thalmologist ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

3.  Number  of  spectacles  provided  through  the 

school  health  department  ...  ...  ...  288 

Squints  are  treated  by  provision  of  glasses,  by  total  or 
intermittent  occlusion  as  necessary,  and  by  operation. 

C.  Nose  and  Throat  (operative  treatment)  ...  462 

D.  Orthopaedic  and  Postural  Defects  (specialist 

treatment)  ...  ...  Figures  cannot  be  given. 


7.  School  Dental  Service. 


The  following  schools  in  the  County  have  been  visited  for 
dental  inspection  and  treatment : — 


St.  Mungo. 

Canonbie. 

Ruthwell. 

Mouswald. 

Kelloholm. 

Noblehill. 

Cogrieburn 


Tundergarth. 
Sanquhar  Academy. 


Half-Morton. 

Eaglesfield. 

Dunscore. 

Torthorwald. 

Gubhill. 

Maxwell  town. 

Wamphray. 

Johnstonebridge. 

St.  Andrew’s  Boys’. 
Hottsbridge. 

Corrie. 

Holy  wood. 

Hightae. 

Moffat  Academy. 


Gair. 

Glenzier. 

Morton  Academy. 
Kirkconnel. 

Collin. 

Annan  Academy. 
Applegartli. 
Catherinefield. 
Loreburn-St.  John’s. 
Kirkpa  trick  - Flem  ing. 
Hutton. 

Langholm  Academy. 
Hoddam. 


Lockerbie  Academy. 
Sibbaldbie. 

Wallace  Hall  Academy. 
Gretna  Public. 
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Systematic 

examina- 

Special 

Total 

tions 

cases 

1 . Number  of  children  inspected  : 

Age  5 years 

483 

5 

488 

6 

566 

2 

568 

7 

637 

6 

643 

8 

700 

4 

704 

9 

675 

9 

684 

10  „ 

664 

9 

673 

11  „ 

564 

3 

567 

12  „ 

54 

3 

57 

13  „ 

5 

1 

6 

14  „ 

8 

3 

11 

15  „ 

9 

9 

Total  ... 

4365 

45 

4410 

2.  Requiring  treatment... 

2532 

45 

2577 

2a.  Accepting  treatment 

1489 

45 

1534 

3.  Number  of  children  treated 

1441 

45 

1486 

4.  Attendances  made  for  treat- 

ment  ... 

1677 

117 

1794 

5.  Fillings  : — 

(a)  Permanent  teeth 

1255 

31 

1286 

(b)  Temporary  teeth 

31 

31 

6.  Extractions  : — 

(a)  Permanent  teeth 

77 

2 

79 

(b)  Temporary  teeth 

1786 

42 

1828 

7.  Other  operations  : — 

(a)  Permanent  teeth... 

319 

102 

421 

(b)  Temporary  teeth 

57 

57 

8.  Half-days  devoted  to  : — 

Inspection 

58  | 

Treatment 

290 

400 

Office  work 

52) 

9.  Number  of  children  refusing 

treatment 

979 

979 

10.  Number  of  forms  not  returned 

64 

64 

1 1 . Orthodontic  appliances 

10 

10 

12.  Partial  dentures 

2 

2 

8.  Special  Schools  and  Classes. 

Arrangements  for  dealing  with  handicapped  children  are  as 
follows  : — 

(a)  Physically  defective  children — 

These  are  mostly  taught  in  the  ordinary  school,  transport 
being  arranged  where  necessary.  For  those  unfit  to  attend 
school,  private  tuition  is  arranged  if  possible.  Most  hospitals 
taking  children  for  long-stay  periods  have  provision  for  school 
tuition. 


Four  children  are  in  residence  at  East  Park  Home,  Largs  ; 
two  at  the  Trefoil  School,  near  Edinburgh  ; and  one  at  Wester- 
lea  School  for  Spastics,  Edinburgh. 

(b)  Blind  children — 

Three  children  are  at  the  Royal  Blind  Asylum,  Edinburgh. 
Partially  sighted  children  are  educated  in  the  ordinary  class. 

(c)  Deaf  children — 

Three  children  are  in  residence  at  Donaldson’s  Hospital, 
Edinburgh  ; five  at  the  Glasgow  School  for  the  Deaf ; one  at 
St.  Vincent’s  School,  Glasgow,  and  one  at  the  Mary  Hare 
Grammar  School,  Newbury,  Berks. 

Hard  of  hearing  children  are  educated  in  the  ordinary  school, 
being  given  a favourable  position  in  the  classroom. 

(d)  Mentally  defective  children — 

There  are  sixty-six  children  receiving  special  education  as 
follows  : — 

33  in  the  Dumfries  class  at  Catherinefield  School. 

18  in  the  Annan  class  at  Annan  Academy. 

15  in  the  Lockerbie  class  at  Lockerbie  Academy. 

An  occupation  centre  is  hi  operation  at  Dumfries  for  children 
with  an  I. Q.  of  under  50  ; there  are  eleven  children  on  the  roll. 

(e)  Classes  for  otherwise  retarded  children  are  at  present  incom- 
pletely organised. 

Nursery  Schools. 

There  are  two  nursery  schools  in  the  county,  one  in  Maxwell- 
town  and  one  in  Annan,  with  a roll  of  forty  in  each. 

9.  Milk  and  Meals  in  Schools. 


Number  of  schools  from  whom  information  was 


received 

72 

Number  on  roll  at  these  schools 

...  10185 

Percentage  taking  milk... 

78-10 

Percentage  taking  meals 

43-45 

Figures  for  those  taking  milk  vary  according  to  the  season  ; 

ior  those  taking  meals  there  was  a drop  in  the  numbers  after  the 
price  was  raised.  The  percentages  given  are  based  on  a fair 
average. 
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10.  Report  on  Physical  Education. 

A survey  was  taken  at  67  schools  during  1950.  The  findings 


are  as  follows  : — 

1.  Accommodation — 

Gymnasium  fully  equipped  ...  ...  ...  3 

Gymnasium  partially  equipped  ...  ...  ...  6 

Classrooms  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Practical  or  spare  room  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Hall 6 

Dining  room  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 
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Indoor  exercises  are  not  given  in  the  remaining  five  schools. 
Of  schools  which  use  the  playground  for  physical  training  : — 
Playground  suitable  ...  ...  ...  32 

Playground  unsuitable  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

2.  Change  of  Shoes — 

Pupils  in  56  schools  change  their  shoes. 

3.  Change  of  Clothing — 

Pupils  in  10  schools  change  their  clothing. 

4.  Ablutions — 

Two  schools  are  equipped  with  spray  baths.  Only  a few 
schools  have  hot  water  available. 

5.  Specialist  Teachers — 

Of  the  11  post-primary  schools  in  this  survey,  4 have  a 
whole-time  instructor  or  instructress,  5 have  part-time, 
and  2 have  temporarily  none. 

6.  Methods  of  Instruction  are  given  as  follows  : — 


Exercises  with  gymnastic  apparatus 

11 

Exercises  ... 

64 

Indoor  games 

55 

Dancing 

40 

Other  (including  B.B.C.  programmes) 

15 

Time  taken  per  week — 

Daily  period 

...  3 schools 

2£  hours  weekly  ... 

..  11 

Under  2\  hours  weekly  ... 

..  53 
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In  rural  schools  the  time  taken  in  most  cases  varies  with  the 
weather  ; more  time  is  spent  on  physical  training  during  the 
summer  months. 

All  post-primary  schools  have  at  least  2 periods  weekly. 

Primary  Post-primary 


8.  Playing  fields — 

schools. 

schools 

Owned  by  the  education  authority 

11 

7 

Satisfactory 

..  3 

3 

Unsatisfactory  ... 

7 

4 

Playgrounds  used  for  sport 

..  4 

... 

Unofficial  use  of  field 

..  11 

3 

Use  of  tennis  club  courts 



2 

In  course  of  construction  ... 



1 

9.  Outdoor  Sport  (organised) — 

Primary  schools 

. 26 

Post-primary  schools 

..  11 

In  post-primary  schools  the  games  played  are  as 

follows  : 

Football 

. ... 

...  10 

Cricket 

. ... 

...  5 

Hockey 

. ... 

...  5 

Tennis... 

. ... 

...  3 

Netball  or  basketball 

5 

Rounders 

5 

Many  schools  practise  athletics  during 

the  summer 

term. 

10.  Teaching  of  Hygiene — 

All  schools  give  practical  or  incidental  instruction  and 
18  give  special  talks.  Two  schools  have  a Junior  Red 
Cross  Link.  Of  the  post-primary  schools,  2 are  noted  as 
having  no  theoretical  teaching  ; in  8 schools  instruction  is 
given  by  the  teacher  of  physical  training  ; in  4 schools  in 
the  domestic  science  class,  and  in  one  school  by  the  class 
teachers. 

11.  School  Intervals — 

There  are  two  intervals  in  9 schools. 

There  are  three  intervals  in  38  schools. 

There  are  four  intervals  in  20  schools. 

In  10  schools  the  infants  have  more,  and  in  9 schools  the 
seniors  have  less.  In  some  country  schools  the  infants  who  go 
home  early  have  no  afternoon  interval. 
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11.  Health  Education. 

In  December,  1950,  members  of  the  school  meals  staffs  and 
a number  of  head  teachers,  numbering  184  in  all,  attended  a lecture 
on  the  hygiene  of  food  given  by  Dr  Mearns,  Glasgow  University. 

By  arrangement  with  the  Scottish  Council  for  Health 
Education,  a lecture  tour  of  the  Dumfries  schools  and  the  youth 
centre  was  undertaken  by  the  Council’s  medical  lecturer.  In  all, 
1389  school  children  and  young  people  were  addressed  in  this 
way  on  the  principles  of  hygiene. 
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SANITARY  DEPARTMENT. 


County  Health  Offices, 

County  Buildings, 

Dumfries. 


To 

The  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland. 
The  County  Council  of  Dumfries. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  of  the  work  done  in  the 
Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department  during  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1951.  The  report  has  been  prepared  in  accordance 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland. 

In  all  branches  of  the  Department’s  work  the  year  under 
review  has  been  a very  busy  one  and  the  duties  accomplished 
could  not  have  been  done  had  it  not  been  for  the  wholehearted 
co-operation  of  every  member  of  my  staff,  to  whom  I wish  to 
express  my  appreciation  for  the  services  rendered  by  them. 


I have  the  honour  to  be, 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

GEORGE  WILSON, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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HOUSING. 

Housing  has  ceased  to  mean  a mere  shelter,  and  is  to-day  a 
primary  social  need  ; the  satisfaction  of  that  need  being  our  most 
urgent  problem  at  the  present  time.  No  period  has  shown  greater 
improvement  in  housing  than  the  past  few  years  when,  as  the 
result  of  housing  legislation,  local  authorities  have  become  large- 
scale  builders  of  houses  for  the  working  classes.  Although  it 
may  take  many  years  to  provide  ideal  housing  conditions  for  all, 
it  will  be  seen  from  the  first  part  of  this  report  that  considerable 
progress  has  been  made. 

The  total  number  of  houses  erected  by  this  local  authority 
and  occupied  for  the  first  time  during  1951  was  74.  In  addition, 
59  houses  were  erected  by  Government  departments  and  by  private 
enterprise,  making  a total  of  133  houses  for  the  year. 

The  distribution  of  these  houses  in  the  county,  with  their 
size  and  type,  is  shown  in  the  following  tables  : — 


1.  Local  Authority  Houses  occupied  por  the  first  time 
between  January,  1951,  and  December,  1951. 


Type. 

Size. 

Situation. 

No. 

Permanent — Traditional. . . 

4 apts.  ... 

Kirkconnel 

...  24 

do. 

5 apts.  ... 

Kirkconnel 

...  4 

do. 

4 apts.  ... 

Thornhill  . . . 

...  12 

do.  (Agric.  Pop.) 

4 apts.  ... 

Boreland 

...  4 

do. 

4 apts.  ... 

Corrie 

...  2 

do 

4 apts.  ... 

Eskdalemuir 

...  4 

do. 

4 apts.  ... 

J ohnstonebridge 

...  2 

do. 

4 apts.  ... 

Kirkcaldy  . . . 

...  2 

do. 

4 apts.  ... 

(Durisdeer) 
Sanquhar  . . . 

...  2 

do. 

4 apts.  ... 

Shieldhill  ... 

...  4 

Non-Traditional  ... 

3 apts.  ... 

Locharbriggs 

...  4 

(Weir  Brick) 
do.  ... 

4 apts.  ... 

Locharbriggs 

...  10 

Total 


...  74 
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2.  Houses  erected  by  Government  Departments  and 

OCCUPIED  EOR  THE  FIRST  TIME  BETWEEN  JANUARY,  1951,  AND 

December,  1951. 

Department.  Type.  Size.  Situation.  No. 

Forestry  Commission  Permanent  4 apts — Ae  Village  16 

Traditional. 


Department  of  Agri- 
culture. 


do.  4 apts Domock  ...  1 


Total 


...  17 


3.  Houses  erected  by  Housing  Associations  and  occupied 
FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME  BETWEEN  JANUARY,  1951,  AND  DECEMBER, 


1951. 


Type.  Size.  Situation.  No. 

Permanent — Traditional  ...  4 apts.  ...  Thornhill  ...  1 

4.  Houses  erected  by  Private  Enterprise  and  occupied 

FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME  BETWEEN  JANUARY,  1951,  AND  DECEMBER, 

1951. 

(a)  With  assistance  under  the  Housing  (Agricultural  Popula- 
tion) (Scotland)  Act,  1938,  now  Section  100  of  the  Housing 


(Scotland)  Act,  1950. 

Type. 

Permanent — Traditional 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


(b)  With  assistance  under 
Livestock  Rearing  Act 
Type. 

Permanent — Traditional 
do. 
do. 
do. 


Size. 

Situation. 

No. 

4 apts. 

..  Canonbie 

..  1 

4 apts. 

. . Dunscore 

..  1 

3 apts. 

. . Holywood 

..  2 

4 apts. 

Holywood 

..  1 

4 apts. 

. . Hutton  & Corrie  1 

3 apts. 

. . Mouswald 

..  1 

4 apts. 

. . Sanquhar 

..  2 

4 apts. 

. . Torthorwald  . . 

..  1 

4 apts. 

. . Westerkirk 

. 1 

rotal 

... 

..  11 

he  Hill  Farming  Act,  1946, 
1951. 

and 

Size. 

Situation. 

No. 

4 apts. 

Eskdalemuir  .. 

. 1 

4 apts. 

, . Moffat 

2 

6 apts. 

. Tundergarth  .. 

. 1 

4 apts. 

. Westerkirk 

. 1 

Total 
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(c)  Without  assistance. 


Wooden 

do. 


Type. 

Size. 

Situation. 

No 

t — Traditional  ... 

3 apts.... 

Annan 

2 

do. 

4 apts.... 

Canonbie  ... 

2 

do. 

4 apts.... 

Caerlaverock 

1 

do. 

4 apts.... 

Closeburn  ... 

1 

do. 

3 apts 

Dalton 

3 

do. 

4 apts.... 

Dornock 

1 

do. 

4 apts.... 

Dumfries  ... 

1 

do. 

6 apts.... 

Dunscore  ... 

1 

do. 

3 apts.... 

Hoddom 

1 

do. 

4 apts.... 

Holy  wood  ... 

1 

do. 

3 apts.... 

Hutton  & Corrie  ... 

1 

do. 

4 apts.... 

Kirkpatrick-Fleming 

3 

do. 

4 apts.... 

Lochmaben... 

1 

do. 

4 apts.... 

Moffat 

1 

do. 

4 apts.... 

Thornhill  ... 

1 

do. 

4 apts.... 

Tinwald 

1 

do. 

3 apts 

Tynron 

1 

... 

4 apts. 

. .Kirkpatrick-Fleming 

1 

... 

4 apts.... 

Thornhill  ... 

1 

Total 

25 

HOUSING  ACTS. 

Detailed  survey  reports  were  made  in  respect  of  64  houses 
and  66  houses  were  re-surveyed.  These  reports,  which  give 
details  of  the  structure,  accommodation  and  facilities,  were 
prepared  so  that  the  state  of  fitness  for  habitation  could  be 
adjudged. 

Official  representations  (in  terms  of  section  9 of  the  Housing 
(Scotland)  Act,  1950)  were  made  in  respect  of  24  unsatisfactory 
dwellings.  Demolition  Orders  were  made  on  13  houses  and 
2 houses  were  made  the  subjects  of  Closing  Orders.  Undertakings 
to  the  effect  that  unsatisfactory  houses  would  no  longer  be  let 
for  human  habitation  were  accepted  by  the  Council  in  respect  of 
2 dwellings. 
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POST-WAR  HOUSING. 

So  that  the  post-war  housing  position  as  a whole  may  be 
kept  in  mind,  the  figures  (a)  for  new  houses  erected  in  the  post- 
war period  and  (b)  for  unsatisfactory  dwellings  dealt  with  during 
the  post-war  period  are  set  out  as  follows  : — (The  post-war  period 
is  considered  as  from  January,  1945,  to  31st  December,  1951, 
a period  of  seven  years). 

(a)  New  Houses. 

The  total  number  of  new  houses  erected  and  occupied 
for  the  first  time  in  the  post-war  period,  to  31st  December, 
was  ...  1411 

These  comprised  : — 

Houses  erected  by  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  1090 

Houses  erected  by  Government  Departments,  such  as  the 

Forestry  Commission  and  Department  of  Agriculture  57 
Houses  erected  by  the  Scottish  Special  Housing  Association  120 
Houses  erected  by  other  Housing  Associations  ...  ...  1 

Houses  erected  by  Private  Owners,  with  assistance  under 
the  Housing  (Agricultural  Population)  (Scotland)  Act 
and  Section  100,  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1950  ...  51 

Houses  erected  by  Private  Owners,  with  assistance  under 

the  Hill  Farming  Act  and  Livestock  Rearing  Act  ...  10- 

Houses  erected  by  Private  Owners,  Avithout  assistance  ...  73 


Total 1411 


(b)  Unfit  Houses. 

In  the  post-war  period  action  was  taken  by  the  Council, 
under  Part  2 of  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1930,  and  latterly 
under  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1950,  in  respect  of  249 
dwellings  adjudged  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  incapable  at 
reasonable  expense  of  being  rendered  so  fit. 

These  houses  were  dealt  with  hi  the  following  manner  : — 
Houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  served  191 
Houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  served  ...  28- 

Houses  in  respect  of  which  undertakings  were  accepted  by 

the  Council  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30- 

I'he  number,  types  and  situation  of  the  post-war  new  houses 
are  shown  in  the  following  tables  : 
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Table  No.  1. 

Local  Authority  Post- War  Houses. 


Name  and  Type  op  House 


Situation 

Tem- 

porary 

Swedish 

Timber 

Cruden 

Weir 

Steel 

Agric. 

Pop. 

Tradi- 

itional 

Agric. 

Pop. 

Perma- 

nent 

Alumi- 

nium 

Trad- 

itional 

Weir 

Brick 

Total 

Amisfleld 

10 

10 

Auldgirth 

... 

... 

26 

8 

34 

Bankend 

... 

6 

6 

Bank-bill 

... 

6 

6 

Bloomfield 

16 

16 

Brydekirk 

10 

... 

18 

28 

Boreland 

... 

4 

4 

Burnfoot 

(Sanquhar) 

2 

2 

Bumhead 

12 

12 

Canonbie 

10 

10 

Carron  bridge  ... 

4 

4 

Carrutherstown 

... 

8 

8 

16 

Chapelknowe  ... 

4 

4 

Clarencefield  ... 

10 

10 

Closebum 

10 

10 

Collin  

10 

8 

18 

Corrie 

2 

2 

Dunscore 

16 

16 

Eaglesfleld 

4 

2 

6 

Eastriggs 

42 

... 

20 
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Ecclefechan 

18 

10 

28 

E8kdalemuir  ... 

... 

4 

4 

Evertown 

... 

8 

8 

Glencaple 

10 

... 

8 

18 

Gretna 

150 

20 

179 

Gair 

4 

4 

Heathhall 

60 

6 
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Hightae 

20 

20 

Holywood 

10 

8 

18 

J ohnstonebridge 

... 

4 

4 

Keir  

2 

2 

Kirkcaldy 

(Durisdeer) 

... 

2 

2 

Klrkconnel 

120 

84 

204 

Kirkpatrick- 

Fleming  ... 

... 

12 

10 

... 

22 

Kirkton 

20 

8 

28 

Locharbriggs  . . . 

4 

20 

14 

38 

Mennock 

4 

4 

Middle  bie 

6 

6 

Millhousebridge 

8 

... 

... 

8 

Moniaive 

16 

... 

16 

Mbuswald 

4 

... 

4 

Nethermill 

10 

10 

Penpont 

10 

8 

2 

... 

20 

Shieldhill 

4 

4 

8 

Sibbaldbie 

... 

... 

4 

4 

Templand 

10 

... 

10 

Thornhill 

10 

4 

56 

70 

Torthorwald  ... 

6 

6 

Wallaceton 

8 

8 

Waterbeck 

4 

4 

Totals 

541 

30 

100 

100 

58 

40 

216 

14 

1,099 
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Table  No.  2. 

Post-War  Houses  Erected  by  Government  Departments. 


Situation 

Number  and  Type  of  House 

Total 

Traditional 

Wooden 

Ae  Village  (Closeburn 
Parish)  ... 

14 

14 

Ae  Village  (Kirkmahoe 
Parish)  ... 

16 

16 

Dornock 

1 

... 

1 

Gretna 

3 

... 

3 

Ruthwell 

1 

... 

1 

Eskdalemuir  ... 

... 

15 

15 

Glencairn 

... 

3 

3 

Kirkmichael  ... 

... 

4 

4 

Total 

35 

22 

i 

57 

Table  No.  3. 

Post-War  Houses  Erected  by  the  Scottish  Special  Housing 

Association. 


c 

Situation 

Number  and  Type  of  House. 

Total 

Traditional 

Weir  Steel 

Kirkconnel 

20 

100 

120 

Table  No.  4. 

Post-War  Houses  Erected  by  Housing  Associations  other 
than  The  Scottish  Special  Housing  Association. 


Situation. 

Number  and  Type  of  House 

— — 

Total 

Traditional 

Others 

Thornhill 

1 

... 

1 
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Table  No.  5. 

Post-War  Houses  Erected  by  Private  Owners,  with 

ASSISTANCE  UNDER  THE  HOUSING  (AGRICULTURAL  POPULATION) 

(Scotland)  Act  and  Section  100,  the  Housing  (Scotland) 

Act,  1950. 


Situation 

Number  and  Type  of  House 

Total 

Traditional 

Others 

Applegarth 

2 

• • • 

2 

Caerlaverock  ... 

4 

4 

Canonbie 

1 

1 

Closeburn 

1 

1 

Dalton... 

1 

1 

Dryfesdale 

4 

4 

Dunscore 

1 

1 

Hoddom 

1 

1 

Holywood 

5 

5 

Hutton  and  Come  ... 

1 

1 

Kirkmahoe 

1 

1 

Kirkmichael  ... 

2 

2 

Lochmaben  ... 

2 

2 

Mouswald 

3 

3 

Sanquhar 

3 

3 

Tinwald 

11 

11 

Torthorwald  ... 

7 

7 

Westerkirk 

1 

1 

Total 

51 

... 

51 
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Table  No.  6. 


Post-War  Houses  Erected  by  Private  Owners,  with  assis- 
tance UNDER  THE  HlLL  FARMING  ACT  AND  LIVESTOCK 

Rearing  Act. 


Situation 

Number  and  Type  of  House 

Traditional 

Others 

Eskdalemuir  ... 

2 

2 

Ewes 

1 

I 1 

Glencairn 

1 

1 

Hutton  and  Corrie  ... 

1 

1 

Moffat 

2 

2 

Tundergarth  ... 

1 

1 

Westerkirk 

2 

2 

Total 

10 

1 10 

1 
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Table  No.  7. 

Houses  Erected  in  the  Post-War  Period  to  31st  December, 
1951,  by  Private  Owners,  without  assistance. 


Situation 

Number  and  Type  of  House. 

Total 

Traditional 

Wooden 

Annan 

3 

3 

Applegarth 

4 

4 

Canonbie 

2 

2 

Caerlaverock  ... 

1 

1 

C'loseburn 

1 

4 

5 

Cummertrees  ... 

1 

1 

Dalton... 

3 

3 

Domock 

1 

1 

Dryfesdale 

1 

1 

Dumfries 

4 

1 

5 

Dunscore 

2 

2 

Ewes  ...  

1 

1 

Hoddom 

6 

6 

Holywood 

1 

1 

Hutton  and  Corrie  ... 

4 

4 

Kirkmahoe 

2 

2 

4 

Kirkpatrick-Eleming 

4 

1 

5 

Kirkpatrick- Juxta  ... 

1 

1 

Langholm 

1 

1 

Lochmaben  ... 

2 

2 

Moffat 

1 

1 

Morton 

1 

1 

2 

Mouswald 

1 

1 

Ruth  well 

1 

1 

St.  Mungo 

4 

4 

Tinwald 

2 

2 

Torthorwald  ... 

4 

4 

Tynron 

3 

3 

Wamphray 

2 

2 

Total 

64 

9 

73 
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SECTION  100  : THE  HOUSING  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1950. 

This  section  of  the  new  housing  act  embodies  the  provisions 
of  the  former  Housing  (Agricultural  Population)  (Scotland)  Act 
in  providing  assistance  for  the  erection  of  new  dwelling-houses 
for  agricultural  workers  in  replacement  of  existing  unsatisfactory 
dwellings. 

Proposals  for  the  erection  of  12  new  houses  were  approved, 
and  grants  promised,  by  the  Council  during  1951,  in  replacement 
of  9 unsatisfactory  houses  and  3 bothies. 

(In  the  post-war  period  to  31st  December,  1951,  the  Council 
has  approved  and  promised  grants  for  the  erection  of  71  new 
dwelling-houses  for  agricultural  workers  in  terms  of  the  Housing 
(Agricultural  Population)  (Scotland)  Act  and  Section  100  of  the 
Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1950.) 

SECTION  111  : THE  HOUSING  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1950. 

The  provisions  of  the  former  Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1949, 
are  now  contained  in  the  above  quoted  section  of  the  current  Act. 
This  pertains  to  the  improvement  of  dwelling  houses  and  provides 
for  payment  of  grant  in  respect  of  up  to  one-half  the  cost  of 
improvement  works  where  the  cost  of  such  works  is  neither  less 
than  £100  nor  more  than  £600.  As  respects  dwellings  to  be 
improved  with  assistance  under  this  section,  the  local  authority 
requires  to  be  satisfied  that  the  improved  dwellings  will  provide 
satisfactory  housing  accommodation  for  a period  of  30  years  or 
such  shorter  period  as  may  be  approved  by  the  local  authority 
but  so  as  to  be  not  less  than  10  years.  In  consequence  of  this, 
the  standard  of  the  improvement  works  must  necessarily  be  high. 

Proposals  for  the  improvement  of  15  dwellings  were  approved, 
and  grants  promised  by  the  Council  in  terms  of  this  section  of 
the  Act,  during  the  year  1951.  A number  of  other  proposals 
were  refused  chiefly  on  grounds  of  excessive  cost  and  also  because 
of  lack  of  comprehensiveness  of  the  proposals. 

There  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  assistance  afforded  by  this  Act 
is  stimulating  the  improvement  of  houses,  especially  owner- 
occupied  houses,  but  the  maximum  permissible  cost  of  £600  rules 
out  a number  of  proposals,  especially  those  entailing  additional 
building. 

(Since  the  inception  of  the  improvement  grants,  originally 
under  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1949,  and  latterly  under 
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Section  111  of  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1950,  the  Council  has 
approved  proposals  in  respect  of  23  dwellings.  Grants  have  been 
paid  on  completed  works  at  7 properties). 

HOUSE  LETTING. 

The  practice  of  inspecting  dwellings  occupied  by  persons 
selected  for  the  tenancy  of  local  authority  houses  was  continued, 
so  that  the  Council  could  be  advised  as  to  the  desirability  of 
instituting  statutory  action  under  the  Housing  Act  in  the  case  of 
unsatisfactory  dwellings  becoming  vacant.  193  visits  were  paid 
in  this  connection. 

PLANS. 

463  plans  were  submitted  for  examination  during  the  year. 
Reports  on  these  were  prepared  and  submitted  to  the  Council  for 
consideration. 

The  following  table  shows  the  type  of  the  plans  dealt  with 

Nature  of  the  Proposed  Work. 

^ew  Business  Premises  (excluding  Shops  and  Factories)  ...  1 


Alterations  to  Business  Premises  (excluding  Shops  and 

Factories)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

New  Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Alterations  to  Existing  Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

New  Permanent  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

New  Temporary  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Alterations  to  Existing  Shops  ... 

New  Buildings  at  Farms  (excluding  Dairy  Farms)  ...  ...  9 

Alterations  to  Existing  Farm  Buildings  (excluding  Dairy 

Farms)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  g. 

New  Private  Garages  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

New  Permanent  Houses  (Private  Enterprise)  ...  ...  42 

New  Temporary  Houses  (Private  Enterprise)  ...  ...  1 

New  Permanent  Houses  (Government  Departments)  

New  Temporary  Houses  (Government  Departments)  

Alterations  to  Dwelling-Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  219 

New  Halls  and  Public  Buildings  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Alterations  to  Halls  and  Public  Buildings  ...  ...  ...  10 

'Conversion  of  Premises  into  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

New  Pigsties,  Kennels,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

'Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 


Total 361 
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In  addition,  23  plans  in  respect  of  Council  projects,  including 
housing  schemes,  schools,  etc.,  were  forwarded  to  this  Depart- 
ment for  comment  and  adjustment,  particular^  as  regards 
drainage  arrangements. 

RENT  AND  MORTGAGE  INTEREST  (RESTRICTIONS)  ACTS, 

1920-39. 

One  certificate  was  granted  during  the  year  in  terms  of  the 
above. 

THE  PROVISION  OF  SANITARY  FACILITIES  DURING  1951. 

The  following  summarised  statements  show  the  progress 
made  during  the  year  in  the  installation  of  sanitary  fittings  and 
the  provision  of  water  supplies  in  existing  houses. 

Drainage  and  Sanitary  Fittings. 

Number  of  existing  houses  provided  with  new  or  improved 

drainage  149 

W.Cs 124 

Baths  ...  ...  114 

Wash  Hand  Basins  101 

Sinks  ...  ...  99 

Wash  Tubs  ...  95 

Wash  Boilers  ...  85 

Water  Supplies. 

Number  of  existing  houses  provided  with  a supply  of  water  : — 

(a)  to  fittings  within  the  house  from  Local  Authority  supplies  70 

(b)  to  outside  standpipes  from  Local  Authority  supplies  ...  14 

(c)  to  fittings  within  the  house  from  private  sources  ...  19 

DRAINAGE. 

All  new  drainage  work  was  inspected  and  tested,  1400 
tests  being  applied  to  drains  and  plumbers’  pipes  during  the  year. 

20  drainage  plans  were  prepared  for  the  guidance  of  architects 
and  contractors. 

20  applications  for  permission  to  the  Council’s  sewers  were 
passed  to  the  Department  for  report. 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

158  samples  of  water  were  procured  from  public  and  private 
water  supplies  and  submitted  for  chemical  and  bacteriological 
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examination  during  the  year.  Of  these,  89  samples  were  taken 
from  the  various  local  authority  supplies.  The  remaining  69 
samples  were  taken  from  existing  private  water  supply  systems 
and  from  proposed  new  sources  of  supply.  In  the  case  of  samples 
from  private  supplies,  the  catchment  areas  were  surveyed  and 
the  storage  arrangements  and  piping  examined  so  that  the  risk 
of  pollution  might  be  precluded. 

101  applications  for  permission  to  connect  to  the  Council’s 
water  main  pipes  were  reported  on  during  the  year.  In  this 
connection,  the  features  to  which  this  Department  pays  special 
regard  are  the  provision  of  drainage  and  the  efficiency  of  the 
fittings  which  are  to  be  supplied. 

TENTS,  VANS  AND  SHEDS. 

Inspections  under  the  Council’s  Bye-laws  were  made  of 
tents,  vans  and  sheds  used  for  human  habitation.  Included  in 
these  categories  were  caravans  on  permanent  sites,  huts  at  saw- 
mills and  week-end,  etc.,  huts  at  or  near  the  shore.  In  no  case 
was  it  found  necessary  to  take  formal  action  against  the  occupier, 
any  unsatisfactory  conditions  being  rectified  after  interview. 

Altogether,  20  visits  were  paid  in  connection  with  these 
premises. 

SEASONAL  WORKERS. 

Six  inspections  were  made  of  premises  at  which  seasonal 
workers  were  accommodated.  The  standard  of  the  accommoda- 
tion afforded  these  workers,  although  greatty  improved  in  recent 
years,  is  still  capable  of  being  further  improved  and,  to  this  end, 
representations  continue  to  be  made  to  the  employer  and  to  the 
farmer  providing  the  accommodation. 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937-48. 

The  total  number  of  factories  on  the  register  at  the  end  of 
the  year  was  17  Non-Mechanical,  127  Mechanical,  and  26  other 
premises  in  which  Section  7 of  the  principal  Act  is  enforced  by 
the  local  authority. 

Plans  were  dealt  with  for  2 new  factories  and  in  respect  of 
alterations  to  5 existing  factories. 

Eight  notifications  from  H.M.  District  Inspector  of  Factories 
of  contraventions  of  the  Act,  as  regards  the  lack  or  unsatisfactory 
nature  of  sanitary  accommodation  at  factories,  were  received 
during  the  year.  In  these  cases  the  premises  were  visited  and 
the  persons  responsible  advised  as  to  the  necessary  remedial  work. 
With  one  exception  all  the  defects  were  attended  to  before  the 
end  of  the  year. 
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31  visits  were  paid  to  factories  during  the  year. 
No  lists  of  outworkers  were  received  in  1951. 


MEAT  INSPECTION  AND  UNSOUND  FOOD. 

In  the  County  (excluding  the  Burghs)  during  the  year, 
96,371  animals  were  slaughtered,  of  which  2526  were  cattle, 
54,256  were  sheep  and  39,589  were  pigs. 

Table  1,  which  folloAvs,  shows  the  various  classes  of  animals 
slaughtered  and  the  number  of  carcases  wholly  or  partially 
condemned  on  account  of  disease  and/or  injury. 

Table  No.  I. 


Animals 

Slaughtered. 

Condemned. 

Weight  of  Meat 
Condemned 
in  lbs. 

Totally. 

Partially. 

Cattle  . . . 

945 

27 

13 

11,754 

Calves  . . . 

1,581 

41 

1 

1,750 

Sheep  . . . 

54,256 

58 

12 

1,901 

Pigs 

39,589 

25 

3 

4,167 

Amount  of  Offal  condemned  (Livers,  Lungs  and 

Intestines)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25,821  lbs. 

Total  amount  of  Fresh  Meat  and  Offal  condemned...  45,393  lbs. 


In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  imported  meat  was  examined 
at  Thornhill  Abattoir  and  Thornhill  Bacon  Factory,  as  shown  in 
Table  II. 

Table  No.  II. 


Carcase 

Meat, 

etc. 

Condemned 

Weight  of  Meat 
Condemned 
in  lbs. 

Totally 

Partially 

Cattle, 

parts  of  ... 
Sheep 
Carcases  ... 
Tinned  Meat 
Tinned  Ham 

348 

1,791 

3,654  tins 
24  tins 

117  tins 
24  tins 

... 

330 

323 

Amount  of  Imported  Meat,  etc.,  condemned  ...  ...  653  lbs. 


75 


In  the  course  of  routine  inspection,  or  on  request,  the 
following  foodstuffs,  as  shown  in  Table  III.,  were  examined  in 
retail  shops  and  seized  with  the  consent  of  the  vendors. 

Table  No.  III. 


Weight 


Nature  of  Foodstuff 

lbs. 

ozs. 

Tinned  Meat 

...  139 

101 

Tinned  Bacon  and  Ham 

...  42 

... 

Turned  Fish 

...  6 

13 

Tinned  Soups 

...  113 

6 

Tinned  Milk 

...  16 

4 

Tinned  Vegetable 

...  86 

4 

Tinned  Fruit 

...  334 

8 

Tinned  Jam  and  Preserves 

...  34 

101 

Tinned  Peas  and  Beans 

...  86 

151 

Other  Prepared  Turned  Foods 

...  8 

141 

Pickled  Vegetables 

...  6 

14 

Bacon  and  Ham... 

...  35 

8f 

Butter  and  Fats 



. . . 

Cheese 

...  19 

5 

Prepared  Cereals  ...  ... 



... 

Pulses 



. . . 

Tea 

. . . 

Coffee 

. . . 

Other  Foods 

...  17 

Amount  of  Retail  Foodstuffs  condemned 

...  948 

101 

The  total  weight  of  all  foodstuffs  condemned  as  unfit  for 
food  during  1951  was  20  tons,  19  cwts,  4 stones,  10  lbs.,  10  ozs. 

The  number  of  visits  made  in  connection  with  the  inspection 
of  meat  and  other  foodstuffs  was  515. 

MEAT  STORES. 

Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations  (Scotland),  1932. 

No  certificate  in  respect  of  storage  accommodation,  in  terms 
of  Article  15(1)  of  the  above  Regulations,  was  granted  by  the 
local  authority  during  1951. 
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In  recent  years  there  has  been  one  meat  store  coming  within 
the  meaning  of  the  above  regulations,  but  the  owner  of  this  store 
has  now  gone  out  of  business. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

Slaughter-houses. — In  the  Comity  (excluding  the  Burghs) 
there  were  four  slaughter-houses — one  owned  by  the  local 
authority,  the  others  privately  owned.  Of  the  three  privately 
owned,  two  were  concerned  wholly  in  the  slaughter  of  sheep, 
principally  for  the  London  market,  and  the  other  with  the  slaughter 
of  pigs.  The  one  belonging  to  the  local  authority  was  in  use  for 
general  purposes. 

When  visited,  these  premises  were  found  to  be  maintained 
in  a satisfactory  state  of  cleanliness.  As  regards  structure, 
although  all  of  these  slaughter-houses  were  not  of  modern  con- 
struction, satisfactory  progress  is  being  made  in  the  way  of 
alterations  and  improvements  to  bring  them  into  line,  as  far  as 
possible,  ivitli  present  day  requirements. 


Other  Offensive  Trade  Premises.— At  the  end  of  1951  there 
were  four  firms  carrying  on  one  or  more  of  the  businesses  defined 
in  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897,  as  “ Offensive  Trades.'’ 


These  businesses  are  listed 
Blood  Boilers  ...  ...  1 

Bone  Boilers  ...  ...  1 

Tallow  Melters  ...  ...  3 

Skinners  and  Hide  Factors  1 


below  : — . 

Knackers  ...  ...  1 

Tripe  Cleaners  ...  ...  1 

Manure  Manufacturers ...  1 

9 


The  conduct  of  these  premises,  for  the  most  part,  was  satis- 
factory and  no  nuisance  Avas  caused  nor  Avas  any  complaint 
lodged. 

Minor  structural  improvements  continue  to  be  pressed  for 
and  the  improvement  of  drainage  systems  Avith  particular  refer- 
ence to  the  production  of  a satisfactory  effluent. 

VERMINOUS  PERSONS  AND  HOUSES. 

Visits  to  the  accommodation  occupied  by  persons  selected 
for  the  tenancy  of  local  authority  houses  continue  to  be  made  so 
that  steps  could  be  taken  to  preclude  the  transference  of  infested 
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furniture  and  furnishings.  Local  authority  houses  being  re-let 
for  a second  or  subsequent  time  were  likewise  examined.  In  all, 
193  such  inspections  of  houses  and  household  effects  were  carried 
out.  In  instances  where  the  selected  tenants  resided  out  with 
this  local  authority  area,  the  necessary  inspections  of  their  housing 
conditions  were  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  of  the 
areas  in  which  these  persons  were  resident. 

As  a consequence  of  the  aforementioned  visits  and  following 
complaints,  twelve  houses  were  found  to  be  infested  with  insect 
pests.  These  infestations  were  treated  by  the  Department  with 
satisfactory  results. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  no  case  of  bed-bug  infestation 
was  discovered  or  brought  [to  the  notice  of  this  Department 
during  the  year. 

DIRTY  HOUSES. 

Eight  visits  were  paid  to  houses  not  being  kept  in  a clean 
condition  during  the  year.  It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take 
statutory  action  against  the  occupiers  of  such  houses,  improve- 
ment of  the  conditions  being  effected  following  the  visits  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

During  the  year  10  complaints  of  rat  infestation  were  received. 
The  complaints  were  investigated  and  the  owners  or  occupiers, 
where  evidence  of  rats  was  confirmed,  were  instructed  in  the  best 
method  of  exterminating  the  pests. 

In  a number  of  cases  the  services  of  the  Rat  Catcher  employed 
by  the  Council  were  obtained. 

NUISANCES. 

In  the  normal  course  of  inspection,  and  following  complaints, 
162  nuisances  were  dealt  with  during  the  year.  The  table  below 
shows  the  nature  of  the  nuisances  and  the  progress  made  in 
having  these  abated  : 
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Number  Number 
Reported  Abated 


Complaint 


(a)  Lack  of  sanitary  conveniences  ... 

(b)  Choked  and  defective  drains  and  defective 
sanitary  conveniences 

(c)  Inadequate  and  unsatisfactory  water 
supplies 

(d)  Structural  and  other  defects  of  houses, 
including  dampness 

(e)  Overcrowding 

(f)  Offensive  smells 

(g)  Accumulations  of  refuse  ... 

(h)  Infestations  by  rats  and  mice 

(i)  Infestation  by  other  pests 

(j)  Unsatisfactory  keeping  of  domestic 
animals 

(k)  Pollution  of  streams  and  ditches 

(l)  Dirty  Houses 

(m)  Others 


3 


36 


8 

58 

3 

4 
15 
10 


2 

9 

4 

3 


1 


26 


18 

2 

1 

9 

5 
4 

2 

6 
4 
3 


Total  162  88 

Various  other  complaints  were  found  on  investigation  to  be 
unfounded  or  trivial,  or  were  concerned  with  matters  outwith  the 
scope  of  this  department. 

300  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  the  investigation 
and  abatement  of  nuisances. 

In  only  one  case  was  it  found  necessary  to  proceed  beyond 
the  issue  of  intimations  to  the  authors  of  the  nuisances.  In  the 
one  instance  the  local  authority  instituted  court  proceedings 
and  decree  was  obtained  for  the  removal  of  the  nuisance. 

It  will  be  seen  that  a large  number  of  nuisances  were  due  to 
structural  and  other  defects  in  dwelling-houses.  These  were  of 
such  a nature  that  abatement  was  not  practicable,  the  only  solu- 
tion would  be  for  the  occupier  to  be  rehoused  and  the  houses 
closed  or  demolished. 

When  the  local  authority  re-house  the  occupiers  of  these 
houses,  statutory  action  under  the  Housing  Act  is  taken. 
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THE  ICE  CREAM  (SCOTLAND)  REGULATIONS,  1948. 


Satisfactory  progress  was  made  during  the  year  as  regards 
the  improvement  of  ice  cream  premises  (Manufacturing  and 
Retail)  and  vehicles  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  to  the  standard 
required  by  the  Regulations. 

The  following  summary  shows  the  position  (at  the  end  of 
1951)  as  regards  the  registration  of  dealers.  (Registration  is 
effected  only  when  the  premises  or  vehicles  have  been  brought 
up  to  the  desired  standard). 

Premises  Vehicles 


Registrations  granted  during  1951 
Registrations  cancelled  during  1951 
Registrations  relinquished  during  1951 
Registrations  in  force  at  31st  December, 

1951 

Non-registered  dealers  at  31st  December, 
1951 


17 

1 


31 


7 


14 
2 

15 


As  regards  the  “ non-registered  dealers,”  the  improvement 
or  reconstruction  of  the  premises  belonging  to  these  persons 
presented  special  difficulties.  These  difficulties  have  now  been 
resolved  and  improvement  works  are  in  hand. 

Thirty-three  samples  of  ice  cream  were  procured  from 
dealers  for  bacteriological  analysis  during  the  year.  Twenty- 
three  of  these  proved  satisfactory.  The  remainder  (10)  were 
found  to  be  unsatisfactory  because  of  the  presence  of  coliform 
organisms  (2),  or  high  bacterial  count  (6),  or  both  (2). 

In  the  case  of  the  unsatisfactory  samples  a check  was  carried 
out  on  the  methods  of  manufacture,  storage,  transport  and  sale. 

In  the  course  of  inspection  of  premises  and  vehicles,  sampling 
and  dealing  with  improvement  proposals,  196  visits  were  made 
to  ice  cream  premises  during  1951. 
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SMALL  BURGHS. 


BURGH  OF  ANNAN. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  number  of  births,  corrected  for  transfers,  was  94  (50 
males,  44  females),  of  which  7 were  illegitimate. 

During  the  year  50  marriages  were  registered. 

Deaths,  corrected  for  residence,  numbered  59  (25  males, 
34  females).  The  chief  causes  of  death  were  : Heart  Disease,  13  ; 
Apoplexy,  14  ; Cancer,  6.  Five  children  died  during  the  first 
year  of  life. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Twenty-two  notifications  of  infectious 
disease  were  received — 5 of  Scarlet  Fever,  10  of  Whooping  Cough, 
3 of  Pneumonia,  3 of  Tuberculosis  and  1 of  Dysentery. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  Burgh. 

The  following  report  has  been  prepared  from  information 
supplied  by  Mr  James  Rodger,  Sanitary  Inspector  of  the  Burgh 
of  Annan  : — 

Water  Supply. — During  the  year  the  by-pass  at  Middlebie 
Reservoir  was  cleaned  out  and  the  lower  part  laid  in  concrete  for 
a distance  of  44  yards. 

An  important  development  in  the  burgh  water  supply  was 
the  completion  of  the  two  clear  water  tanks,  one  at  Landheads 
and  the  other  at  Back-of-the-Hill.  The  former  has  a capacity  of 
350,000  gallons  and  the  latter  60,000  gallons.  There  is  now  a 
clear  water  storage  of  500,000  gallons  at  Landheads,  with  a reserve 
of  60,000  gallons  at  Back-of-the-Hill. 

An  order  has  been  placed  for  new  air- valve  parts  to  replace 
these  found  to  be  defective. 

Samples  of  the  water  supply  were  secured  each  quarter  for 
bacteriological  and  chemical  examination.  The  results  were 
wholly  satisfactory. 

Drainage. — The  drainage  system  functioned  satisfactorily 
except  in  two  areas  of  the  town  vrhere  there  was  a tendency  to 
Hooding  during  periods  of  heavy  rainfall.  This  was  caused 
mainly  through  overtaxing  of  the  system  by  new  housing  schemes. 
Arrangements  are  almost  completed  for  the  laying  of  a subsidiary 


81 


main  sewer  to  serve  mainly  the  housing  schemes  in  the  northern 
and  eastern  parts  of  the  town.  It  is  expected  that  work  on  a 
sewage  purification  plant  will  be  begun  early  in  1952. 

Housing. — The  number  of  houses  completed  bv  the  Town 
Council  during  1951  is  as  follows  : — 

26  3-apartment  houses  accommodating  82  persons. 

30  4-apartment  houses  accommodating  144  persons. 

During  the  year  the  Town  Council  granted  permission  to 
private  persons  to  erect  five  dwelling-houses  of  the  bungalow  type. 

Offensive  Trades. — Seven  shrimp-picking  factories  and  one 
skin  works  comprise  the  offensive  trades  within  the  burgh.  The 
only  complaint  received  concerned  a shrimp-paste  drying  plant. 
The  matter  was  taken  up  with  the  proprietors  and  a substantial 
improvement  effected. 

Slaughter-house. — The  slaughter-house  is  owned  by  the 
Town  Council  and  operated  by  the  Ministry  of  Food. 

The  following  animals  were  slaughtered  during  1951  : — 

1049 

3576 

127 

1661 

also  deals  with  imported  meat  and  the 
following  amounts  were  distributed  from  the  slaughter-house  : — 
Quarters  of  beef  ...  ...  ...  ...  309 

Cases  of  beef  ...  ...  ...  ...  920 

Sheep  2095 

Lambs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  458 

Arising  from  these  operations  the  following  carcasses  or  parts 
of  carcasses  were  condemned  : — 

Cattle  ...  ...  40  carcasses. 

23  part  carcasses. 

Weight  : 7 tons,  17  cwts,  2 qrs. 
Sheep  ...  ...  71  carcasses. 

18  part  carcasses. 

Weight  : 1 ton,  4 cwts,  2 qrs. 
Calves  ...  ...  28  carcasses. 

Weight  : 11  cwts. 

Pigs  ...  ...  ...  2 carcasses. 

2 part  carcasses. 

Weight  : 2 cwt.,  3 qrs. 


Cattle 
Sheep 
Pigs  ... 
Calves 

The  Ministry 
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Unsound  Food. — During  the  year  the  following  foodstuffs 


were  seized  and  destroyed  : — 

236  tins  Soup. 

164  tins  Vegetables. 

42  tins  Cooked  Meats. 
74  tins  Preserved  Fruit. 
26  tins  Milk. 


7 tins  Jam. 

7 stones  Boiled  Gammon. 

8 stones  Cheese. 

2 stones  Fish. 

6 stones  Dates. 


Scavenging. — Household  refuse  is  collected  twice  weekly  and 
refuse  from  shops  on  four  days  each  week.  To  collect  special 
loads  and  relieve  the  motor  cleansing  vehicle  and  trailer,  another 
general  purpose  motor  vehicle  has  been  commissioned. 

The  number  of  loads  of  refuse  collected  was  as  follows  : — 


Household  Refuse  ...  ...  ...  ...  1197 

Allotment  Refuse  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Paper  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  256 

The  refuse  was  disposed  of  by  incineration  or  tipping.  As 
the  existing  refuse  coup  is  now  exhausted,  another  piece  of 
ground  containing  old  quarries  has  been  purchased,  and  when  this 
is  brought  into  use  the  problem  of  disposal  of  refuse  will  be 
solved  for  many  years  to  come. 

Salvage. — During  the  year  55  tons  of  waste  paper  was 
collected  from  all  sources. 

Schools. — The  three  schools  in  the  burgh  were  maintained 
in  a satisfactory  manner. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — No  major  action  was  required 
during  the  year  in  regard  to  factories  and  workshops  in  the 
burgh. 


BURGH  OF  LANGHOLM. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  number  of  births,  corrected  for  transfers,  was  31  (13 
males,  18  females),  of  which  4 were  illegitimate. 

During  the  year  13  marriages  were  registered. 

Deaths,  corrected  for  residence,  numbered  41  (22  males, 
19  females).  The  chief  causes  of  death  were  : Heart  Disease, 

23  ; Apoplexy,  4 ; and  Cancer,  5.  For  the  second  year  in 
succession  there  were  no  deaths  among  children  during  the  first 
37ear  of  life. 
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Infectious  Diseases. — Nine  notifications  of  infectious  disease 
were  received  : 7 of  Whooping  Cough  and  2 of  Erysipelas. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  Burgh. 

The  following  report  has  been  prepared  from  information 
supplied  by  Mr  A.  Brebner,  Sanitary  Inspector  of  the  Burgh  of 
Langholm  : — 

Water  Supply.— The  water  supply,  derived  wholly  from 
springs,  continues  to  be  adequate  for  the  needs  of  the  Burgh. 
Inspection  to  mains,  services  and  fittings  were  carried  out  at 
regular  intervals  and  waste  reduced  to  a minimum.  Bacteriolo- 
gical and  chemical  analysis  of  the  supply  show  the  water  to  be  in 
every  way  suitable  for  domestic  purposes. 

Drainage. — The  drainage  system  has  functioned  satisfactorily 
throughout  the  year,  and  routine  scraping  and  maintenance  has 
been  carried  out.  Thirty-one  inspections  and  tests  were  made  on 
drainage  in  connection  with  new  or  existing  work. 

Measures  were  taken  at  the  outfall  pipe  from  the  sewage 
disposal  works  to  remove  the  objectionable  conditions  in  the 
immediate  area  of  the  outlet.  These  consisted  of  the  formation 
of  a barrier  upstream  from  the  pipe  and  the  breaking  out  in  rock 
of  a channel  to  provide  a constant  flow  of  water  on  the  down- 
stream side  of  the  pipe,  together  with  the  formation  of  a dry  area 
to  prevent  back  flow.  No  complaints  have  been  received  since 
these  measures  were  completed. 

Cleansing. — Household  and  trade  refuse  is  collected  three 
times  weekly  by  motor  vehicle  and  disposed  of  at  High  Mill  Tip 
approximately  a mile  from  the  Burgh.  The  tip  receives  regular 
attention  and  rats  are  kept  down  to  a minimum  by  gassing  and 
poisoning.  Waste  paper  is  collected  for  salvage  once  a week. 

The  following  amounts  of  refuse  and  paper  were  collected 
during  the  year  : — 

Household  and  trade  refuse  ...  517  loads. 

Paper  ...  ...  ...  ...  105  ,, 

A total  for  the  year  of  38  tons  13|  cwts.  of  waste  paper  were 
■collected,  baled  and  despatched. 

Housing. — Eighteen  4-apartment  and  two  5-apartment 
traditional  houses  were  completed  and  let  at  Holmwood.  The 
building  of  a further  eighteen  4-apartment  houses  which  are  at 
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various  stages  of  erection  will  complete  the  housing  scheme  at 
Holmwood. 

Factories. — The  factories  in  the  Burgh  have  been  maintained 
in  a satisfactory  manner.  One  case  of  unclean  sanitary  con- 
venience was  dealt  with. 

Common  Lodging-houses. — There  are  no  common  lodging- 
houses  in  the  Burgh. 

Nuisances. — All  complaints  regarding  nuisances  were  investi- 
gated and  remedied  on  verbal  intimation. 

Offensive  Trades. — The  skin  works  is  the  only  offensive  trade 
in  the  Burgh.  No  complaints  were  received,  and  during 
inspections  the  premises  were  found  to  be  in  as  reasonable  a state 
of  cleanliness  as  the  trade  will  allow. 

Unsound  Food. — At  the  request  of  shopkeepers  or  in  the 
course  of  routine  visits  the  following  foods  were  seized  and 
destroyed  : — 


Chicken  Paste 

15 

lbs. 

8 

cz«. 

Luncheon  Meat  ... 

...  8 

lbs. 

8 

OZ.S. 

Apricot  Conserve 

...  3 

lbs. 

Cooked  Ham 

1 

lb. 

14 

OZS. 

Total 

...  28 

lbs. 

14 

ozs. 

Burial  Grounds. — There  is  one  burial  ground  in  the  Burgh, 
but  there  have  been  no  interments. 

Schools. — Langholm  Academy,  which  includes  the  Infants' 
school,  has  been  maintained  in  a satisfactory  manner. 


BURGH  OF  LOCKERBIE. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  number  of  births,  corrected  for  transfers,  was  48  (22 
males,  21  females).  There  were  no  illegitimate  births. 

During  the  year  21  marriages  were  registered. 

Deaths,  corrected  for  residence,  numbered  52  (32  males, 
20  females).  The  principal  causes  of  death  were  : Heart  Disease, 
1 1 ; Apoplexy,  9 ; and  Cancer,  (5.  Two  children  died  during  the 
first  year  of  life. 
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Infectious  Diseases. — Twelve  notifications  of  infectious  disease 
were  received  : 6 of  Scarlet  Fever,  5 of  Whooping  Cough  and  1 of 
Erysipelas. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  Burgh. 

The  following  report  has  been  prepared  from  information 
supplied  by  Mr  C.  M'Phail,  Sanitary  Inspector  of  the  Burgh  of 
Lockerbie  : — 

Water  Supply. — -The  water  supply  within  the  Burgh  is  derived 
from  a storage  reservoir  at  Bankshill,  with  a capacity  of  15  million 
gallons  and  controlling  a catchment  area  of  650  acres  of  sparsely 
populated  upland.  The  reservoir  was  always  full  when  inspected, 
except  during  July,  when  there  was  a maximum  fall  of  five  inches. 
Consequent  to  a report  of  an  inspection  carried  out  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Reservoirs  (Safety  Provisions)  Act,  1930, 
instructions  were  issued  to  a firm  of  consulting  engineers  to  rectify 
the  complaints  contained  in  the  report.  An  underwater  inspection 
of  the  embankment  and  valve  tower  was  earned  out  by  a “ frog- 
man ” and  the  consulting  engineers  are  now  preparing 
specifications. 

The  water  is  conveyed  to  the  filter  beds  by  a 7"  trunk  main, 
which  was  inspected  and  scoured  during  the  year.  Filtration  is 
by  slowr  sand  filters,  in  four  units  of  1200  square  feet  each  ; two 
of  these  units  were  installed  in  1950  and  the  filtering  media  in  the 
other  two  was  renewed  during  1951.  The  estimated  consumption 
is  165,000  gallons  per  day  and  the  filtering  area  is  now  adequate. 
Two  service  tanks  at  the  filter  beds  have  a capacity  of  240,000 
gallons  and,  following  a waste  water  inspection  during  which 
24  underground  bursts  and  97  defective  fittings  were  discovered 
and  repaired,  the  present  amount  of  filtered  water  in  storage  is 
approximately  160,000  gallons. 

Tenders  have  been  approved  for  the  laying  of  a new  4" 
water  main  to  supply  the  new  housing  scheme,  and  this  work 
will  be  proceeded  with  as  soon  as  the  contractor  receives  delivery 
of  materials. 

Water  meters  are  to  be  installed  on  the  trunk  and  distribu- 
tion mains,  and  accurate  information  regarding  intake,  con- 
sumption and  waste  will  then  be  obtained.  The  supply  was  well 
maintained  throughout  the  year  and  regular  analyses  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  indicate  the  water  to  be  wholesome  and 
suitable  in  all  respects  for  domestic  use. 
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Drainage. — The  drainage  and  sewerage  system  satisfactorily 
carried  out  its  function  without  giving  cause  for  complaints. 
Routine  work  of  dragging  and  scouring  was  carried  out  and  all 
new  connections  were  inspected  and  tested. 

Sewage  Purification. — The  sewage  purification  works  are  of 
the  “ continuous  flow  ” type  and  are  situated  outside  the  Burgh 
boundary.  Routine  work  of  cleaning  and  de-sludging  was  carried 
out  regularly,  but  in  spite  of  this  attention  the  effluent  is  very 
unsatisfactory.  On  the  advice  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
the  Council  instructed  a firm  of  consulting  engineers  to  examine 
the  works  and  report.  After  a very  careful  and  detailed  examina- 
tion, the  consulting  engineers  submitted  a comprehensive  report 
in  which  they  stated  that  the  works  contained  several  funda- 
mental omissions  and  defects  which  could  only  be  remedied  by  a 
major  reconstruction.  The  Council  then  sought  the  advice  of 
the  Department  of  Health  and  the  report  of  their  Engineer  is 
now  awaited. 

Cleansing. — Household  and  trade  refuse  is  collected  twice 
weekly  by  a cleansing  motor  vehicle  of  7 cubic  yard  capacity. 
This  vehicle  is  now  12  years  old,  and  the  Council  have  ordered  a 
new  cleansing  vehicle  of  10  cubic  yard  capacity,  delivery  of  which 
is  expected  in  the  very  near  future. 

Disposal  is  by  controlled  tipping  on  a low-lying  marshy 
site  about  a mile  outside  the  Burgh  boundary.  The  tip  is  kept 
in  good  order  and  has  not  given  cause  for  any  complaints. 

Slaughter-house. — The  slaughter-house,  which  is  under  the 
control  of  the  Town  Council,  was  inspected  regularly  and  was 
always  found  to  be  in  a clean  and  satisfactory  condition.  An 
inspection  was  also  carried  out  by  Dr  Keddie,  Department  of 
Health,  and  several  minor  structural  defects  were  remedied 

The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  was  as  follows  : — 


Steers 

367 

Bulls 

4S 

Cow  heifers 

79 

Cows 

353 

Heifers 

189 

Calves 

3,793 

Sheep 

4,079 

Export  Sheep 

31,924 

Pigs  

51 

Total  number  of  animals  slaughtered... 

40,883 

87 


Condemnations,  with  weights  in  lbs.  : — 
Condemned 


Condemned 


wholly. 


Weight.  partially. 

15,492  lbs.  2,085  lbs. 

1,566  lbs.  724  lbs. 

1,807  lbs.  66  lbs. 

1,160  lbs.  25  lbs. 


Cattle 

Sheep 

Calves 


40 

47 

45 

7 

2 


Pigs 

Export  Sheep 


87  lbs.  121  lbs. 

...  23,133  lbs. 


Total  condemnations 


For  the  above  figures  I am  indebted  to  Mi'  Nicol,  slaughter- 
house superintendent. 

Unsound  Food. — A varied  assortment  of  foodstuffs  weighing 
458  lbs.  was  seized  with  the  consent  of  the  owners  and  destroyed 
as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption.  The  main  reason  for 
seizure  was  blown  tins,  especially  imported  bacon. 

Nuisances. — Fourteen  nuisances  were  investigated  and 
remedied  on  verbal  instructions  to  the  authors. 

Factories. — There  are  50  factories  in  the  Burgh,  16  mechanical 
and  34  non-mechanical.  4 minor  complaints  were  rectified  on 
verbal  notification. 

Offensive  Trades. — There  are  no  offensive  trades  carried  on 
within  the  Burgh. 

Places  of  Public  Refreshment. — There  are  ten  places  of  public 
refreshment  and,  on  inspection,  it  was  found  that  three  premises 
were  without  sanitary  accommodation,  and  in  one  the  sanitary 
accommodation  provided  was  unsatisfactory.  Notices  were 
served  by  the  Council,  an  additional  lavatory  was  provided  in 
one  premises,  plans  have  been  submitted  and  approved  by  the 
Council  for  the  provision  of  lavatory  accommodation  in  two 
premises,  and  regarding  the  other,  which  is  unoccupied,  the  licence 
will  probably  be  withdrawn. 

Schools. — There  is  only  one  school  within  the  Burgh  (Locker- 
bie Academy)  and  sanitary  arrangements  are  of  modern  con- 
struction and  are  always  kept  in  a clean  and  tidy  condition. 

Burial  Grounds. — No  interments  took  place  during  the  year 
at  the  old  cemetery  within  the  Burgh  ; all  interments  were  carried 
out  at  Dryfesdale  cemetery,  which  is  adjacent  to  the  Burgh  and 
is  administered  by  the  County  Council. 
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Housing. — Thirteen  houses  on  which  closing  orders  have  been 
served,  and  seventeen  houses  which  were  re-let  under  licence, 
are  still  occupied.  During  the  year  four  tenants  were  rehoused, 
licences  were  withdrawn  and  three  closing  and  one  demolition 
orders  were  served  on  the  owners.  There  are  102  applicants  on 
the  waiting  lists  for  new  houses  and  during  the  year  18  houses 
were  completed  and  tenanted.  Other  ten  houses  are  at  an 
advanced  stage  of  construction  and  will  be  completed  in  two  or 
three  months.  Another  allocation  of  16  houses  is  progressing 
favourably  and  should  be  let  during  1952.  Specifications  are 
being  prepared  for  a further  scheme  of  site  preparation  and  for 
another  allocation  of  12  houses. 


In  the  case  of  Lochmaben,  Moffat  and  Sanquhar,  where 
there  is  no  resident  Sanitarjr  Inspector,  the  duties  are  carried  out 
by  members  of  the  County  Sanitary  Staff.  The  following  reports 
on  these  Burghs  have  been  prepared  by  Mr  George  Wilson,  Chief 
County  Sanitary  Inspector  : — 

BURGH  OF  LOCHMABEN. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  number  of  births,  corrected  for  transfers,  was  26  (13 
males,  13  females),  of  which  3 were  illegitimate. 

Sixteen  marriages  were  registered. 

Deaths,  corrected  for  residence,  numbered  24  (12  males, 
12  females).  The  principal  causes  of  death  were  : Heart  Disease, 
7 ; Apoplexy,  5 ; and  Cancer,  3.  Three  children  died  during  the 
first  year  of  life. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Eight  notifications  of  infectious  disease 
were  received  : 3 of  Scarlet  Fever,  3 of  Tuberculosis,  1 of  Whooping 
Cough,  and  1 of  Pneumonia. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  Burgh. 

Housing. — Twelve  nmnicipal  houses  were  completed,  and 
occupied  for  the  first  time,  in  1951.  These  were  traditional 
houses  of  3 and  4 apartments. 

Plans. — Tlurteen  plans  were  submitted  during  the  year. 
Reports  on  these  were  prepared  and  furnished  to  the  Town  Council. 
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The  plans  concerned  the  following  works  : — 

(1)  Erection  of  new  houses  by  the  Town  Council  ...  2 

(2)  Erection  of  new  houses  by  private  persons  ...  1 

(3)  Alterations  and  improvements  to  dwellings  (Town 

Council)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(4)  Alterations  and  improvements  to  private 

dwellings  under  Section  1 1 1 of  the  Housing  (Scot- 
land) Act,  1950  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(5)  Other  alterations  and  improvements  to  private 

dwellings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(6)  Alterations  to  dwelling  to  provide  a garage  ...  1 

Total  13 

Twenty  visits  were  made  to  properties  in  connection  with 
plans. 

Drainage. — Forty-seven  tests  were  applied  to  new  drainage 
and  plumber  work  and  two  tests  were  applied  to  existing  drains 
suspected  of  being  unsatisfactory. 

Improvements  were  carried  out  to  the  drainage  of  the  school 
premises. 

Water  Supply. — Quarterly  samples  of  the  Burgh  water  supply 
were  collected  and  submitted  for  chemical  and  bacteriological 
examination.  These  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Unsound  Food. — In  the  course  of  routine  inspection,  or  on 
request,  quantities  of  foodstuffs  were  examined.  The  following 
was  “ seized  ” as  unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 


Nature  of  Foodstuff.  lbs.  ozs. 

Tinned  Meat  ...  ...  ...  6 

Tinned  Fish  4 12$ 

Tinned  Soup  ...  ...  ...  5 8 

Tinned  Milk  ...  ...  ...  3 

Tinned  Vegetables  ...  ...  1 3 

Tinned  Fruit  ...  ...  ...  2 7 

Tinned  Jams  ...  ...  ...  3 

Tinned  Peas  and  Beans  ...  ...  4 15 


Total 


30  13$ 
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Factories  Act. — There  are  on  the  register  13  factories  in  the 
Burgh,  comprising  8 Non-mechanical,  4 Mechanical  and  1 other. 
No  complaint  as  regards  these  premises  was  received  during  the 
year. 

Housing  Acts. — Five  dwellings  were  surveyed  during  the  year. 
This  included  the  survey  of  two  houses  prior  to  Issue  of  Certificate 
“ B ” in  terms  of  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1950,  Section  111. 

Four  visits  were  paid  to  dwellings  not  being  maintained  in 
a satisfactory  state  of  cleanliness. 

General. — Routine  visits  were  made  to  the  sewage  disposal 
works  and  to  the  refuse  disposal  tip. 


BURGH  OF  MOFFAT. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  number  of  births,  corrected  for  transfers,  was  23  (10 
males,  13  females),  of  which  one  was  illegitimate. 

Twelve  marriages  were  registered. 

Deaths,  corrected  for  residence,  numbered  33  (17  males,  16 
females).  The  chief  causes  of  death  were  : Heart  Disease,  18  ; 
Cancer,  6.  Two  children  died  during  the  first  year  of  life. 

Infectious  diseases. — For  the  first  time  on  record  no  notifica- 
tions of  infectious  disease  were  received  during  the  year. 

Sanitary  Conditions  of  the  Burgh. 

Housing. — Five  traditional  houses  were  completed  by  the 
Town  Council  and  occupied  for  the  first  time  during  the  year. 
These  were  allocated  to  families  living  in  overcrowded  or  insanitary 
conditions. 

Visits  were  made  to  the  dwellings  occupied  by  persons 
selected  for  tenancy  of  new  and  vacant  municipal  houses  and  the 
Council  advised  as  to  any  statutory  action  considered  necessary 
under  the  Housing  Act. 

Action  was  taken  by  the  Council  against  seven  dwellings 
adjudged  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  undertakings  were 
accepted  from  the  owners  agreeing  not  to  let  the  houses  again  as 
dwelling-houses.  Two  of  these  dwellings  were  subsequently 
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re-opened  by  permission  of  the  Council,  on  urgent  repairs  being 
carried  out,  to  re-house  elderly  persons  temporarily. 

Building  Regulations. — Plans  of  new  buildings  and  alterations 
to  existing  buildings  were  examined  and  reports  on  same  sub- 
mitted to  the  Dean  of  Guild  Court  for  the  Court’s  guidance  when 
considering  the  proposals. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  plans  reported 


Nature  of  Work. 

No.  of  Plans. 

Alterations  to  dwelling-houses 

4 

Alterations  to  business  premises 

4 

Private  garages 

5 

Huts,  poultry  houses,  etc.  ... 

3 

Total 

16 

During  the  year  85  visits  were  made  in  connection  with 
plans  and  works  in  progress  and  .39  smoke  tests  and  examinations 
of  drainage  and  plumber  work  were  carried  out. 

Layout  plans  of  the  drainage  and  plumber  work  for  the 
Town  Council’s  2nd  Development  Housing  Scheme  at  the  Holm 
were  prepared  for  the  guidance  of  the  architect. 

Water  Supply. — The  town  is  supplied  with  spring  water  by 
gravitation  from  a covered  collecting  tank  at  Granton.  The 
supply  is  extended  to  several  properties  outwith  the  Burgh, 
including  part  of  Beattock  area.  No  complaints  were  received 
of  shortage  and  samples  procured  quarterly  showed  the  water  to 
be  of  good  quality. 

Sewage  Disposal.— No  change  has  been  made  in  the  system 
of  sewage  disposal.  The  works  functioned  satisfactorily  and  no 
nuisance  was  created  during  the  year. 

Cleansing. — Household  refuse  is  collected  as  formerly  twice 
weekly  and  trade  refuse  daily  when  requested  by  the  traders.  In 
addition,  a weekly  collection  of  waste  paper  and  other  material 
for  salvage  is  carried  out.  The  refuse  tip  is  situated  outwith 
the  Burgh  and  a system  of  controlled  tipping  is  adopted. 

Complaints. — Seventeen  visits  were  made  in  connection  with 
complaints  primarily  concerning  dampness  in,  or  disrepair  of, 
dwelling-houses.  Representations  were  made  where  appropriate 
to  the  owners  concerned  and  in  no  case  was  statutory  action 
necessary.  In  the  case  of  a piggery  which  was  found  in  such 
a state  as  to  be  a nuisance,  the  owner  is  taking  steps  to  have  the 
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site  cleaned  up  and  the  structural  condition  of  the  buildings  made 
good. 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds. — The  Ladyknowe  Park  was  occupied 
five  times  during  the  year  by  travelling  shows.  The  show  people 
were  found  to  be  clean  and  tidy  in  their  habits  and  at  no  time 
was  there  cause  for  complaint. 

Factories  Act. — No  action  under  this  Act  was  found  necessary, 
all  premises  visited  being  found  to  be  in  a satisfactory  state. 

Unsound  Food. — Foodstuffs  amounting  to  2564  lbs.  were 
seized,  with  the  consent  of  the  owners,  from  retail  shops  in  the 
Burgh  during  the  year  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption. 


Particulars  of  the  items  condemned 

are  given  below  : — 

Tinned  Meat  ... 

...  103  lbs. 

14  ozs. 

Tinned  Ham  and  Bacon 

...  44  lbs. 

5 ozs. 

Tinned  Fish  

...  3 lbs. 

3 ozs. 

Tinned  Soups  ... 

...  8 lbs. 

5 ozs. 

Tinned  Milk  ... 

...  28  lbs. 

12  ozs. 

Tinned  Vegetables 

...  7 lbs. 

2 ozs. 

Tinned  Fruit  ... 

...  29  lbs. 

10  ozs. 

Tinned  Jam  ... 

...  12  lbs. 

8 ozs. 

Tinned  Peas  and  Beans 

...  11  lbs. 

9 ozs. 

Other  Tinned  Foods  ... 

...  1 lb. 

0 ozs. 

Pickled  Vegetables  ... 

...  0 lb. 

10  ozs. 

Cheese  ... 

5 lbs. 

10  ozs. 

Total 

...  256  lbs. 

8 ozs. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act. 

During  the  year  three  complaints  of  rat  infestation  were 
received.  These  were  investigated.  In  two  of  the  cases  the 
necessary  remedial  action  was  taken  by  the  occupiers  and  in  the 
other  case  the  services  of  a rat  catcher  was  obtained.  The  results, 
so  far,  have  been  fairly  satisfactory. 


BURGH  OF  SANQUHAR. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  number  of  births,  corrected  for  transfers,  was  55  (2S; 
males,  27  females),  of  which  2 were  illegitimate. 

Twenty-five  marriages  were  registered. 
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new  housing  and  alterations  to  existing  houses  and  business 
premises. 

Water  Supply. — Quarterly  samples  of  the  water  supply  to 
the  Burgh  were  procured  and  submitted  for  analysis.  Three 
visits  to  the  reservoir  were  made  in  the  course  of  the  year. 

Sewage  Disposal. — No  change  has  been  made  in  the  system  of 
sewage  disposal.  The  works  functioned  satisfactorily  and  no 
nuisance  was  created  during  the  year. 

Cleansing. — Household  and  garden  refuse  is  collected  as 
formerly  by  arrangement  with  the  County  Council  and  appears  to 
be  working  satisfactorily  and  there  have  been  no  complaints. 

Factories  Act. — The  number  of  factories  in  the  Burgh  is  19  ; 
17  Mechanical  and  2 Non-mechanical.  Seven  inspections  of  the 
factories  were  made  during  the  year  and  no  complaints  were 
received.  Alterations  and  extensions  have  been  made  to  a hosiery 
factory  during  the  year,  so  that  both  hosiery  factories  in  the 
town  have  now  been  modernised  and  the  workers  are  now  working 
under  very  satisfactory  conditions. 

Unsound  Food. — In  the  course  of  routine  inspection  or  on 
request,  quantities  of  foodstuffs  were  examined  and  the  following 
was  seized  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 


Tinned  Fish  ... 

...  1 lb. 

15 

ozs. 

Tinned  Meat  ... 

...  22  lbs. 

5 

ozs. 

Tinned  Soup  ... 

...  15  lbs. 

5 

ozs. 

Tinned  Milk  ... 

...  11  lbs. 

4 

ozs. 

Tinned  Fruit  ... 

...  29  lbs. 

ozs. 

Tinned  Jam  and  Preserves 

...  2 lbs. 

0 

ozs. 

Tinned  Peas  and  Beans 

...  22  lbs. 

15f 

ozs. 

Pickles 

...  3 lbs. 

0 

ozs. 

Total 

...  108  lbs. 

H 

ozs. 

General. — Twelve  visits  were  made  in  connection  with 
complaints.  The  complaints  were  investigated  and  consisted 
principally  of  structural  defects,  choked  drains  and  rat  infesta- 
tion. It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  statutory  action  in 
connection  with  any  of  the  complaints. 

In  connection  with  the  rat  infestation  the  Council  acquired 
the  services  of  the  County  Council’s  rat  catcher,  and  as  a result 
of  several  visits  made  by  him  no  further  complaints  were  received. 
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Deaths,  corrected  for  residence,  numbered  35  (17  males, 
18  females).  The  principal  causes  of  death  were  : Heart  Disease, 
10  ; Apoplexy,  8 ; and  Cancer,  6.  Three  children  died  during 
the  first  year  of  life. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Sixteen  notifications  of  infectious  disease 
were  received — 12  of  Whooping  Cough,  3 of  Tuberculosis,  and  1 
of  Erysipelas. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  Burgh. 

Housing. — The  total  number  of  new  houses  erected  and 
occupied  for  the  first  time  during  the  year  was  20  Non-traditional 
houses  (Atholl  Steel).  Since  1945,  232  houses  have  been  built 
and  occupied  in  the  Burgh. 

These  consist  of  : — 

50  Ministry  of  Fuel  and  Power  Houses  (Traditional). 

12  Cruden  Houses  (Non-Traditional). 

30  Permanent  Houses  (Traditional). 

64  Clyde  Myton  Houses  (Non-Traditional). 

76  Atholl  Steel  Houses  (Non-Traditional). 


Plans. — Twenty-seven  plans  were  submitted  for  examina- 
tion during  the  year.  Reports  on  same  were  prepared  and 
submitted  to  the  Dean  of  Guild  Court  of  the  Council  for 
consideration. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  proposed  work 
shown  on  the  plan  : — 

Nature  of  Proposed  Work.  No.  of  Plans. 

Permanent  Houses  (Private  Enterprise)  ...  ...  1 

Alteration  to  Dwelling-houses  ...  ...  ...  8 

New  Private  Garages  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Alterations  to  Existing  Factories  ...  ...  ...  1 

Alterations  to  Existing  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Alterations  to  Private  Garages  ...  ...  ...  1 

Alterations  to  Public  Garage  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Alterations  to  Halls  and  Public  Buildings  ...  ...  2 

Conversion  of  house  into  Hall  ...  ...  ...  1 

Drainage  Layouts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 


The  total  number  of  visits  paid  in  connection  with  plans 
was  83. 

Drainage. — During  the  year  58  inspections  and  tests  were 
carried  out  to  drainage  and  plumber  work  in  connection  with 


